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London to-day. I trust that when the
debate on items referring to the Agent
General's offico comes along—I know the
opinion of the Committes is strong on
this point—that they will be dwelt
upon. I trust, further, that when the
voice of the Committée has been heard
affirming that economy should be exor.
cised in this connection, and also in
some others, Ministers will listen and
will accept the judgment of hon. members
and take the responsibility, or let the
whole Committee take the responsibility,
of doing what is best for Western Aus-
tralia. I believe that economy is practic-
able. I even believe it is possible that
we might do with a few less motor cars
than we have in Western Australia.
Tn my opinion, we have not yet reached
the stage of realising that we must
rely on ourselves a great deal more then
we are doing to-day. A tendency to
lean on the Government has grown up
in the people of Australia, and especially
in the peopls of Western Australia,
until we have reached this stage, that
no matter what section of the community
is concerned, it seems a question of who
can howl tho loudest for the most aid
from the Government. And so it goes
on until the country gets beyond its
means. I think the time has arrived
when we may justly and legitimately
profit by the ovidence which is abroad
to-day, and realise that the old spirit
of extravagance in the individual and
in the 8tate must come to an end
Times are not the sane as they were, and
they are not likely to be in the future
what they have becn in the past. If
we can only profit by the lesson that is
offered to us, by the dreadful times
through which we are now passing, it
will be & great henefit to ns in the future.
The sufferings of to-day will be amply
repaid in the times to come, and when
prosperity returns to this grand young
country it will he on a more solid and
permanent basis, and we shall be able to
build more securely than in the past.
Progress veported.

House adjourned at 11-18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
+.30 p.m., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED
Electric Power ITouse, Fast Perth,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central): T desire to lay
on the Table of the House, in aceordance
with the resolulion earried on the 23rd
inst., 1234 files in connection with the
elecirie light and power station. In sub-
mitting these papers, 1 would like to read
{o hon, members a lefter which I received
from the Commissioner of Railways—
Further to my letter of the 9ih inst.
adedressed to the Hon. Mr. Scaddan, in
accordance with the motion which was
carried last week in the Legislaiive
Conneil, T am to-day forwarding all
contracts, ngreements, correspondenece,
“amnd papers relating to the East Perth
power house contrack, and the supply
of electric current therefrom. As pre-
viously pointed vut, the most serious in-
ronvenience will be ocensioned it these
papers are awayv from the Department
for any length of time, as they are in
dailv use, and I would specially re-
quest that those deanling with (he sup-
Ply of enrrent to suburhan districts be
held for a few days at most, as negolia-
tions are in hand. and agreemenis in
course of preparvaiion, and the work
will he absolntely at a standstill so long
as the liles are out of my possession.
T move—
That the Papers o lie on the Table
of the House,
Question passed.
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QUESTION—FERRY SERVICE,
S50CTH PERTH.

Hon. C. SOMMERS asked the Colonial
Beeretary: 1. Is it proposed to decrease
the ferry services belween Perth and
South Perth. and to increase the fares?
2, Tt so, why?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. It is proposed to reduce

the numher of trips to South Terth by
five on Mondays fo Fridays, one on Sai-
wrdays, and three on Sundays, The trips
cut out are those least patronised; thus
making a thirty-minunte service at the
slack times instead of a fifleen-minute
service, The ordinary fares have not
heen changed, but the season fickels have
been increased as  follows:—Mon(hly :
Gentlemen, from 8s. to 9s.; ladies, 3s. to
5s. Gd.; children, 4s. to J4s. 6d. Quar-
terly: Gentlemen, from 21s. to 23s.;
ladies. 12s, Gd. Lo 14s.; children, 10s. to

11s, 6d. 2. The reason for the alteration
in price of season tickels is increased
A

working exnenses (highor waosns g4
tional labour, increased cost of benszine,
oil, and other waterial) and decrease of
revenue, which amounted to £316 13s.
10d. for the vear ended June last. The
charge for the monthly tickets when the
serviee was faken over from Mr. Copley
was gentlemen 10s., ladies Gs., children
5s%. 84, The following concessions have
heen granted by the Covernment :—
Sehool  children are granted monthly
tickets at 2s. Gd., and apprentices and
others earning less than £90 per annum
are allowed te travel at half rvates,

SELECT COMMITTEE, RETIRE-
MENT OF C. F. GALL.

Attendance of member of .1ssembly,
further Message.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.40]:
T move—

That the following Message be sent
in the Legislative _lssembly:—“The
Legislative Council acquaints (he Legis-
lative Assembly that the Legislative
Couneil has not yet received any reply
lo its Message No. I, daled the 7th

2
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September, in which Message the Leg-
islative Council asked the Legislatine
Assembly to awthorise the Honourable
R. M. Underiwoed to attend to give evi-
dence before the Select Commiltee on
the retirement of Mr. C. F. Gale, Since
the receipt of that Message it would
appear from the Journals of the House
that the Legislative Assembly has held
eight sittings and failed to take the
Message inte considerntion, The Legis-
lative Council venlures o point out
that the practice in these cases, as laid
down in“May" is that, if at the time and
when a Message of this tenor is received
Ly either House, and the Member whose
altendance is required is in his place
anrd ke consents to give evidence, leave
is immediately given for him to be ex-
amined if he thinks fit, and if he 45 not
present a Message is returned on a fu-
ture day when the Member has in his
place consented to go. Under these cir-
cumstances it appears to the Legislatine
(lomnedl that the dofaull of ihe Degis-
lativze Assembly in delaying to give a
definite reply to the Message, if not
due to an oversight on the part of the
Legislative Assembly, indicates a lack
of that courtesy with which the requests
marde by one House to the other should
be met”?

Tt iz not my intention to diseuss the
motion at any length. Tf hon. members
will read it they will see that it speaks
for itself. The House is aware that a
celeet commiltee was appointed to inquire
into the retirement of Mr. Gale from the
Aborigines Department. The committee
has been sifting and has examined all the
wiinesses with the exception of Mr. Un-
derwood. Nofice was sent by this House
to the Legislative Assembly on the 7th
inst. requesting the attendance of Mr.
T'nderwood before the committee, but so
far no veply has been received to the
Meszage. Consequently T move the motion
which stands in my name,

Question passed.

BILL—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
Report of Committee adopted.
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MOTION — AGRICULTURAL SET- contended, even by the most refractory

TLEMENT AND IMMIGRATION.

Debate resumed from 22nd September
on molion of Hon. J. F. Cullen, “That,
in the opinien of this House, the Gov-
ernment should appeint an  Honorary
Commission of three experienced settlevs
to prepare for subimnission to Parliament
a scheme for attracting and settling on
suitable areas in this State a large nmu-
her of immigrants from BEurope after the
close of the war; that the foregoing re-

solution he communicated to His Bxcel -

leney the Governor.”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {(Hoa.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.41]: It is wsual
for a petitioner who is anxious Lo euteh
the ear of the person addressed to couch
his prayer in diplomatic phraseology. Tie
menerally shows some respect for the
laws of eourtesy. Not so with Mr. Cul-
len. The hon. gentleman furnishes (he
exception whieh proves the rule. He hax
an appeal to make to the Government,
but the tone of that appeal is tinctured
with offensive, if not opprobrions terms.
He wants the Government to recom-
mence & vigorous immigration campaign;
he hores to be able to econvince them
that it is the one thing neeessary; and he
starts out by abusing them in very caustic
language. The opening sentence of the
hon. member’s speech charges the Govern-
ment with “stagnating the affairs of the
State.” Tt is the form of general acensa-
tion to which we have grown aceustomed,
and it can be charilably ignored. But the
lozic of the hon. gentleman is what con-

cerns me most. That logie is of
a very peculiar mould. He says
we “feame  inte  office  with  loud

claims  as  nmmigrationists,” and that
the union bosses have converted us from
our views and compelled us to ohey thetr
Lehest. The same thing was said, by the
hon. member of the Arbitration Court,
bt that is by the way. I menlion it to
show that we have some illustrious com-
panions in misfortune. To come back lo
the point, and it is here that T find some
difficulty in following Mr. Cullen. T{
these union bosses exist now they must
have existed before tlie general election
of four years ago. It will scarcely be

critie, that they were a spontaneous crea-
tion following on the advent of a Lahow
Government. They must have occupied
their thrones prior 1o 7th October, 1911,
and if the Labour Government cawme into
office with “loud claims as immigration-
ists”"—claims proclaimed from the house-
tops—everyone musi have known of them,
the union bosses included. The only pos-
sible way to reconeile My, Cullen’s con-
flicting statements is to assume that the
union bosses supported immigration be-
fore the election and subsequenily re-
pented of their sin—and repented to such
a degree as lo shatter the very idel they
had set up. This would indicate very
great indecision of chavacter on the part
of the union hosses pictured by the vivid
imagination of the Hon, Mr. Cullen. Bui
Mr. Cullen’s reasoning leads one into fur-
ther perplexities. He urges the Govern-
ment to adopt exrtain means for “attract-
ing and settling on suitable areas in this
State a large number of immigrants”
If his own words are to be respecled, it
was a pitiable waste of time for him tw
have framed his motion and delivered his
speech, If the Government are mere pup-
pets worked at will by someone outside,
if they dare not ecomply with his request
on peril of politieal annihilation, surely
it is futile of bim to make that request,
and his energies could he more usefully
directed.

Hon. W. Kingsmill : He should have al-
fered the second part of his motion, mal-
ing it rvead to communicate with the
ALF.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: On
Mr. Cullen’s own showing, it is not the
Government he should approach, hut the
union bosses—if it is possible for him to
locate them. These remarks are made
with the objeet of showing how diffienlt
it will be for His Excellenecy—if he
places before Cabinet a copy of Hansard
containing Mr. Callen’s remarks—to indi-
cate to Cabinet how this request can pos-
sibly be eomplied with exeept by the loss
of his Ministers. But, let me say the
Government did not eome into office with
lond claims as immigrationists.  They
came into oflice with the same claims in
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this respect as they hold to-day. The
olicy of ihe Governmenl was, and iz,
Lo introduce into this State as much popu-
lation as ean be absorbed and utilised in
the development of our resoureces, Any
other policy would be fraught with most
disastrous conscquenees, Thal popula-
iion, under any circumstances, means
wealth is a fallacy which should need no
exposing. 'This must be obvious to any-
one who gives the question even a mum-
ent’s thought. It is an employed and
producing population which brings pros-
perity to a country. Any other class of
population instead of being a help lo,
would be a burden on, the State,

Hon. J. ¥. Cullen:; Population of »
suitable kind.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Such
15 the view faken by the Government, and
it would be interesting if Ar. Cullen
could show that there is in it any element
of unsoundoess. That policy the Gov-
croment pursuied up to the commence-
ment of the war, and it is the policy
which we shall pursue after the war is
ended, if we happen to be in office. Since
we lLave been in office we ean elaim to
have introeduced 5938 assisted immi-
grants, and have accepted nominatious
for 11,641 persons. Considerably morve
came fo the State during our administra-
tion; but T am not taking into account
those who were secured under the pre-
vious Governmenf., During the last seven
yvears 32,000 immigrants have been
brought to this State, and of these, in
the last three and a half vears, we have
been directly responsible for the intro-
duction of no fewer than 17,579 per-
sons. The statement of Mr. Cullen that
we closed down en immigration soon
after accepting office is not borne ont by
facts. Of course, we are doing little by
way of introdueing immigrants now.
The reason should be obvious to any per-
son who studies public events. OQur
Empire is at war and we do not want
to bring from Great Britain men who
might he required to fight in the defence
of the Empire, and who, if brought here,
we might be called upon to send back
again. Any effort put forward in the
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direction of enticing people from Great
Britain at the present moment would be
slrongly resented by the lmperial an-
thorities. 1t is necessary to refer to this
aspect, not because of (he wording of
the motion, buf beeause of the imputation
that, as we are doing little or nothing
now in the way of introdueing immi-
grants, we intend to do little or nothing
when the war is over. When the war is
over it will be a different matier, and our
Immigration Department, which is still
in exigtence, will continue to do the work
slarled some years ago. There i3 no
necessity for the appointment of a com-
mission, The Immigration and Lands
departments are quite prepaved to sug-
gest a most comprehensive scheme for the
introduction and settlement of immigrants
in this State when the proper time comes.
This i5 a world of surpriges; 1he last geu-
tleman whom I would expect to recom-
mend the appoiniment of a Royal Com-
mission would be the hon. Mr. Culien,
AMr. Culten 18 a master of scathinr
phrases. e has always excelled himself
when Roval Commissions have been his
theme. The hon. member might say that
no trouble is likely to occur in eonnection
with the proposed commission on immi-
aration, He said, “1 will nominafe a
commission, T have four sefs to choose
Erom.” Quite so, and they might please
the hon, member, but they might not
please oiher hon, members in this Cham-
her. We have no guarantee whatever that
the commission which would he nominated
would reeeive general endorsement. It
might even receive endorsement here, but
understanding the game of polities as 1
do, T feel very much afraid that Mr. Cul-
len’s pets would receive very severe hand-
ling by some politicians who perhaps
would not view them through the same
spectacles as the hon. gentleman.

Hon, J. T. Cullen: Even if good men.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY:
They might be good men from the hon.
member’s point of view.  The present
Government have appointed men whom
thev considered good and have drawn
upen themselves the most caustic erifi-
eism, especially from Mr. Cullen. T bave



1182 .

a suggestion to make and I think [ am
entitled to make it on behalf of the Gov-
ernment. I would suggest that the hon.
member interview these four sets of prac-
tical farmers, get their scheme and lay it
on the Table of the Flouse. If if is a
good scheme, the majorily of wmen wif
approve of it and the Government will be
prepared to take aclion, hut the Govern-
ment, on the mere suggestion that & Royal
Commission should be appointed—espee-
ially in view of the faet that Royal Comn-
missions have been so roundly condemned
in this Chamber—would not be justifiad
in aceepling lhe advice of the hon. gentle-
men. [ oppose the motion.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West)
[4.35]: The question that presents itself
to my mind at the present time is, What
is Western Australia faced wilh? My
contention is that what we want is pro-
duction and production over and over
again. We have to send to the other
States for an enormous quantity of stuff
which could be produced here. Take, for
instance, buiter, potatoes, bacon, and
cheese, nine-tenths of these articles re-
quired for our own consumption are im-
ported from the Eastern States. While
[ realise that wheat-growing is progres-
sing salisfactorily and will progress pro-
vided we have good seasons, we must ad-
mit that evervone cannot engage in
wheat-growing, and the time has come
when the Government should fake into
consideration means to induce people to
go on the land and prodace those com-
modities which are noew being imported
Erom the other States. We should aim at
producing not only enough of these
things for our own unse but sufficient over
and above our own requirements to ex-
port. This problem has been staring us
in the face for yvears. I do not wish to
criticise the Government further than to
remind them that one of the planks of
their poliey is the non-alienation of
Crown lands. Without any warmth or
nasliness, I would emphasise that that
policy is bad and has retarded settlement
on onr land, TIn the South-West, there
are two large estates and if they were
thrown into the market so that settlers
could be assured of having the land as
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their very own, and for those who follow
ihern, it would be taken up and some of
the commodities I have indicated would
be produced there, I do not wish to
abuse the Government but J differ abso-
lutely from them on the question of the
non-alienation of Crown lands, I wani
o see {he Britisher who, having selected
a piece of land, shall be able to say that
later on when he has been suceessful
enough io pay for it, it belongs to bim
and to him alone. I do not say this in
any erifical spirit, but {he Government
niust realise that their policy is bad for
a young State sueb as this. With some
portions of the motion I agree. It is of
no use taking any wild ecat scheme which
might e introduced by men who know
nothing about the production of these
articles of which we stand in need, T
wanl practical men to eonsider a question
of ihis kind, men representative of the
various distriets where wheat-growing is
carried on and of the South-West where
those other commodities can be raised. We
want practical men to make suggestions
to the Government and I was pleased to
hear the Minister- say that the Govern-
ment wonld approve of the suggestions if
they were good, but that prineiple of the
non-alienation of Crown lands is the
stumbling bhlock and I am afraid that
this plank in the Labour platform is
going to retard the production of those
commodities which might well be grown
here. 1, as a Western Australian, can-
nol allow Mr. Cullen to move in a matter
like this without backing him up, because
the production of the articles I have men-
lionerd, together with wool growing and
sheep and cattle raising, ave industries
well adapied to this Siate. and the Gov-
ernment should be judicious enough to
see that these indusiries are fostered, be-
cause these are some of ihe necessaries
for which there will be a certain market,
even among ourselves for a.good many
vears to ecome. 1 would not dictate to the
Government, but T ask them seriously to
consider what Western Australia is going
to do in this direetion. We have thou-
sands of acres of land fit for enltivation
and eapahle of producing the eommadi-
ties we require, I am not talking non-
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sente; I am speaking of facls with which
1 am acquainied. 1 can point to an es-
tate of 60,000 acres held by one individual
whe did not make enongh from it to pay
the inlerest on the purchase money. On
that place there are now about 100 set-
tlers, and nine-tenths of them, nolwith-
standing the bad limes, are doing very
well, What I suggest to the Government
is that the lands which they have lying
ille in the South-West—a matter of
£30,000 worth of land, on which we are
paying interest—should be thrown open
to the publie. 'Whether it is to men from
the olher States or from England T do
not care one atom, so long as the land
produces commodities of which we are
so much in need, 1 have much pleasure
i supporting the motion. The Govern
ment should take into consideration the
appointment, not of men who know no-
thing about the subject, but of men who
undersland it. I bave certainly a great
deal of sympathy with the motion, be-
cause as a Western Anstralian T realise
that until the time comes when we pro-
duce far more than we require for onr-
selves, until the time comes when we have
a lot fo sell, we are not going to do much
i this direction,

Hon. Sir E. H., WITTENOOM
(North) [5.2]: Whilst T intend to sup-
port the motion of Mr. Cullen, who T
eomsider is entitled to the thanks of the
House for thinking the question out, T
cannot help helieving that we are anti-
cipating too far ahead. At the present
moment, as the Colonial Secretary has
poinied out, it would be wrong—indeed,
it would be eriminal—to attempt to oh-
tain suitable immigrants from Great Bri-
tain. We are looking a long way ahead
for the close of the war; and, in any
ease, I am prepared io assert, afler care-
ful reflection, that it will be many years
after the war when we shall be able to
=et inmigrants from that part of the Em-
pire. So many of the best men, so many
of the fit men, of the Empire will have
been killed in this dreadful conflict, that X
am guite certain the factories and the
acrienltaral industry of the United King-
dom will requnire all the manhood there
for many vears to come. Agan, I think
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it very doubtful whether there will be any
chance of our getling suitable immigrants
from olher countries. We may possibly
get them from Europe. 1 observe that
the motion mentions Europe, and there-
fore the Government are given =a wide
range to seleet from. If, however, there
is any idea of gelting immigrants from
the TUnited Kiogdom, then I think the
Governinent are wise in not wasting their
time in considering the matter. at the pre-
sent moment, The objeet of the mover,
I lake if, is that experienced settlers
should take the matter in band and pre-
pare a scheme. If the snggested Royal
Commission were appointed now, I ques-
tion véry much whether they would be
able to de any useful work, for the simple
reason that we do not yet know to what
exlent the manhood of the United King-
dom will be decimated. It is impossible
to foreeast Lhat, or to foreesst what the
conditions will be after the close ol the
war. From what I can gather from the
uewspupers, it does nol look to me as if
the termination of the struggle is near to
kand. It therefore requires a large
streteh of imagination to picture to one-
self what will be the position of aRairs
on the declaration of peace. T think it i1s
to ¥r. Cullen’s eredit that he has looked
g0 far ahend, and T am sore his action is
an cvidence of the interest he takes in
the development of our country. The
motion is in itself a very wise one. Jut
T question whether any good ecould re-
silt from giving 1t practical effect at the
present juncture.

Hon, F. CONNOR (North) (56]: I
intend to support the motion, and I wish
to compliment Mr. Clarke on the manner
in whieh he spoke on the subject of our
land laws, and on the holding up of areas
which would undoubtedly be utilised if
they were available to the people willing
to take them up at present. The Col-
onial Secretary said it would be eriminal
to try to bring men from QGreat Britain
hefore the war closes, and the hon. gen-
tleman added that if we did bring them
it wonld be oqur duty to endeavour to in-
duce them to go back. While the Col-
onial Secretary was speaking, an idea
struck me which will perbhaps bear a little
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discussion, tn the interests of this coun-
try. WWhy should nat some of the labour
al present available at Rottnest be em-
ployed for the harvesting of our crops?
Tt may be a small point, but it touches
the same subject as was introduced by
the Colonial Secretary, I think the Gov-
ernment might take aetion in that diree-
tion, as has been done in Furopean coun-
tries. T believe there are some thousands
of able-bodied, well nrrtured young men
at present doing nothing at Rottnest. Let
their services he made available for the
purpose of harvesting our arops. We
know there will be diffienlty in getting in
the harvest by reason of the fact that such
a large number of our manhood have gone
to the front. That being so, surely there
is reason for making use of the foree of
labour available at Rottenest. Assuredly
those men are of not much use where
they are now. I did not intend to speak
on the motion, but this idea struck me
while the Colonial Secretary was address-
ing the House. I commend the sngges-
tion to the (Government, and T think the
public wonld be at their back if they
adopted it.

The Colental Secretary: What abont
the danger?

Hon. I. CONNOR: A few police
wonld bhe needed to look after the men
while at work, but T do not think there
wonld be much danger. I hope my sug-
gestion will be made nse of for the bene-
fit of the State as a whole, and especially
for the benefit of the farmers who have
te harvest their crops.

On molion by Hon. C. Sommers debate
adjourned.

BIT.L—ROADS ACT AMENDMENT
AND CONTINUATION.
Assembly’s Message,

Message from the Assembly received
and read notifying that it had agreed to

the Couneil’s amendment.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READINGS.

1, Vermin Boards Act Amendment.

2, Postponement of Dehts Continn-
ance,

Received from the Assembly.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—CONTROL OF TRADE IN
WAR TIME CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. A, G. JENKINS {Metropolitan)
[5.12] T intend to support this Bill, and
it is on the question of prineiple T am
relying. Some discussion has arisen with
regard to the personnel of the Commis-
sion, In my opinion the personnel of
the Commission has wothing whatever to
do with the prineiple involved, and it
seers tn me a pily that certain remarks
should have been made derogatory to
gome members of the Commission. The
centleman more partieularly singled out
for attack has Deen, to my knowledge,
for many years a prominent business
man of Perth, ene who, in conjunction
with another gentleman, sueeessfully
managed one of the largest undertakings
—if not the largest—in Perth. He re-
tired from that business when a compara-
tively young man with, I understand,
sufficient to enable him to spend the rest
of his life at ease. Surely that is the
sort of man we want on a Commission of
this kind. He may have made mistakes.
T will defy anyone sitling on that Com-
mission, under the condition of affairs
prevaling at the time, not to have made
mistakes. Tt is rather hard, I think, that
these mistakes should be nsed against
this gentleman. We are quite sure that
his one and only purpose has been to do
the best he eould in the state of cirenm-
stances existing. 'We were at war when
the principal Act was passed, and we are
still at war, The position now seems to
me very little better than it was when the
war opened. Tf there was necessity for
the original Act——

Member: There was not much.

Hon. A, G. JENKINS: Not a single
member of the House spoke against the
passing of the principal Aet. We are
still at war, and exactly the same condi-
tions persist. To my mind the termina-
tion of the war, unfortunately, seems as
far off as ever.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: We
thonght that the measure would be neces-

sary.
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Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Yes. Ocea-
sion may arise at any minuie when the
necessity for action by the Commission
will be exiremely urgent. If this Bill is
not passed, there will be no power for
{hem fto act. What have we found in
England? Ilad any sueh Commissions
heen silling there T am sure that a great
many of the disputes between workmen
and employers would not have arisen.

Hon. J. . Cullen: Tt would not have
liad the slightest effect.

Hon. A, G. JENKINS: T think it
would have. I feel convinced that, if
there had bheen a selling price and an
earning price for coal, therc would not
have been any strike.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: And no eoal.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Why? Tf the
wages had heen fixed and the selling price
fixed, undoubiedly there wounld have bheen
coal.  There is one matter to which I
should like to call the alttention of the
Minister. Some statements have been
plsteed in my hands. 1 do not know who
iz responsible for this alleged state of
affairs, but if the ) inister can give me
the informafien in the course of his ve-
plyv, T would like him fo do so. T under-
stand the selling price of flour was fixed
in this State at £18 10s. per ton, and that
the refail price of breal was fixed ae-
eordingly. T understand £arther that this
State s exporting flour to Queensland,
and, T heheve, to another State, at £15 10s.
{.0.h. Fremantle. Tf that is so, it means
that the Government are losing £5 per
ton on every lon of flour so exported.
Awain, T am informed that the price of
offal was fixed at £10 a ton, and T under-
stand that a preat quantity is heing sold
for export at £5 per ton. TIf this is so,
once more a very Serions loss is being
made by the Government, which the tax-
ravers will have to pay.

Hon. W. Patrick: It is an argument
»rainst the Commission.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: No. T desire
to know who is responsible for this state
of affairs. The Commission may he, but
I do not think they are.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It is smashing your
own argument,
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The debale must
not be carried out by way of dialogue.
Hon. members must refrain from inter-
jeeling or 1 shall have to apply the
Stauding Orders.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: I am told that
it is smashing my argument. It does not
smash my argument at all. I do not
know rthat the Commission are respon-
sible. T ask, who is responsible? T be-
lieve it must be- that more stuff was
honght than was required for the con-
swoption of the Siate, and T would like
the Minister in his reply to let me know
whether that state of affaim exists and,
if so, who is responsible for it,  DBut,
aparl from oll that, mistakes have heen
made and will be made. However, the
ood that will result from having a Com-
mission that ean prevent prices being
foreed np on the consnmer by any ring
of people in Western Australia, in my
opinion far ontweighs any mistakes that
may he made by the Commission. T am
guinyg (v support the Bl

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon
J. M. Drew, Central—in reply) [5.207:
We have heard of the biblical pro-
verb  which preseribes that the sins
of the fathers shall be ~visited on
the children. Tn the discussion of
the Bill an attempt has been made
lo saddle the Commission with the
sins of their fortv-second cousins. DMost
of the criticism levelled at the Control
of Trade in War Time Commission should
have been directed against one or another
of the other hoards. Mr. Colebateh told
us that the Commission were responsible
for the neecessity of importine wheat by
having fixed the price at Gs. 3d.

Hon. H. P. Colehatch: I said 4s. 6d.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1T
have uoted Bs. 3d. And we were further
told that farmers saw thev were going
to he robbed and that. in eonseguence.
they held back their wheat. Tn the first
piace. in the early stazes, ‘the Commis-
sion fixed the price at 4s. 6d. TLater on
that proclamation was cancelled, and T
am informed the price of wheat was not
subsequently fixed hy proclamation at
all., But the Grain and TFoodsinffs
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Board, who were purchasers of wheat,
decided to offer 7s. 4d., and they showed
why they considered t(hat price a
reasenable one. If any wrong was
done, it was done not by the Control of
Trade in War Time Commission, but by
the Grain and Foodsiuffs Board. How-
ever it is generally agreed that, but for
the war, old wheat would have been z¢lling
at 3s. 9d. I understand that, before fix-
ing the price at 7s. 4d. the Grain and
Foodstuffs Board had a conference with
the Commission, and that the Commis-
sion agreed it was a fair price to offer.
However the Grain and Toodstnffs
Board made an offer of 7s. 4d. So how
can the hon. member charge the Con-
trol of Trade Commissien with having
fised that price? The Grain and Food-

stuffs Board was a non-politieal body .

appointed by the Government, by the

Leader of the Opposition aund by
the Leader of the Country Party,
so if they’ madg any blunder, it
must at least be admitted that the
greatest  possible  precaulions  were
taken in regard to the mcthod of

their appointment, heecanse three bodies
representative of the people in Parlia-
ment were consulted before any appoint-
ment took place. Mr. Holmes said that
the loss on the importation of bran, pol-
lard and maize represented a high fig-
ure. Even if it does, no hlame can be
placed on the Commission, for they were
not respomsible for the importation. Tt
was the Industries Assistance Board wha
were responsible,

Hon. I, Connor:
sible for the Board?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No-
one was really responsible for the con-
sequence.

Hon. J. F. Cullen interjected.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt
is very diffieult to proceed with my re-
marks in the face of these conslant in-
terjections.

My, PRESIDENT: T beg hon. mem-
hers to cease before T have to apply the
Standing Orders in the last instance.
Three members who have already made
their speeches were interrupting the pre-
vious speaker, and now there is an ap-

Who was respon-

[COUNCIL.]

peal from the Leader of ihe House. I
must ask lon. members to observe the
Standing Orders upholding freedom of
speeeh, and leave ihe Minisfer to pursue
his speech without interrnplion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No-
one was really responsible for the con-
sequence. It could not be foresgen thal
we were going (o have an early season,
that the season, instearl of commencing
in Jhune, wonld commenee in Mareh., The
Industlries Assistance Poavd adopted a
wise precantion in making provision for

the importation of bran, pollard and
maize. No doubt losses followed. But

suppose they had not taken aclion, had
net made provision for the importalior
of thiz fodder, and suppose there had
heen a Iate season; in what position
wonld the farmers have found them-
selves?  They eould not be supplied with
the fodder neecessary to enable their land
to be enltivated. and the Government
wonld have been charged. and rightly so,
wilh not having taken proper steps with
a view to the provision of the neces-
surv food for the animals which were
to he engnged in the enltivation of the
lond. Mr, Helmes spoke of the Commis-
sion entering info eompetition with busi-
ness peopie by importing.  They were
forced to import. The State was faced
with a shortage of wheat and flour.
The Wesltern Australian Millers’ Asso-
cintion approached the TPremier and
asked that the Government should ar-
range a letter of cerdit for them. The
Premier, while not definitely committing
the . Government. was nof averse io the
proposal. But the millers wanted a price
fixed so that they would know at what
it coull be sold. They were informed
that the nrice wonld be so fixed that they
eould sell at the landed eost at mill, plus
milling ecosts, plus a fair milling profit,
less allowance for the emrrent price of
offal. My, Padbnvy, the President of the
Tlour Millers’ Association, said that the
reply was unsatisfactorv. and that the
millers would nof import unless some-
thing more than ordinary wmilling cost
and profit was allowed in the selling
price. The Government then decided to
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mporl for themselves. It was clear thal
whai ihe miHers wanited was not sulii-
cient prolection to enable ihem to aveid

loss, but enough to enable thein to
make bir profils out of the people.
M. Holmes confessed a  suspicion
that the Government wanted to make
the farmers carry a loss on the im-

portation of bran, pollard, maize. eic.
[n any case. this has nothing to do with
the Commission. PBut Mr. Holmes should
be reminded that the Minister for Lands,
m veplying to a question in  another
place, said definitely that the loss would
he eharged to general revenue. Tt is a
very great pity that My, Holmes' state-
ment should have been maie, especially
when it has no bearing whatever on ihe
Bill. Nearly the whole of Mr. Holmes’ erit-
ieisms were directed against other hoards.
although the impression was conveved that
this partieular Commission was the enl-
prit.  There was nothing definite ahout
his charges, He supplied neither names
nor dates, and wmanifestly il is unjust to
condemn men without heing prepared to
supply proof of his statements. Mr. Cul-
len said that the Commission did not
fix the price of chafl until there was a
sullicieney of gvass. The price of chaff on
the Sth June was £16 2s. Gd. a ton on
trncked loads. There was no justifiea-
tion  whatever for that fizure hemng
asked., and it was having a very serious
effect on traders whe had no grass, whoe
were unable to turn out their horses. The
Commigsion, therefore. realising that
this was an unjust price, decided o go
into the matfter, They did go into the
raatter and came to the comelusion that
£14 was a fair price. When the ob-
jeet had been achieved and there was no
necessify to interfere with prices the pro-
elamalion was revoked. I did expect op-
position to this measure from hon. mem-
hers. Notwithstandine that fhe eon-
trary has been stafed. the Bill met with
opposition when i was first iniroduced
info this House. althongh T mav sav that
no vote was cast against #. Tt met with
still more determined opposiiion  when
the Act was brought up for amendment
a few months ago. I never expected
however, that there would be such an
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Porces against this Bill
as presented itself yesierday., Both
Mr, Colebateh and My, Cullen have
heen opponents of the Bill from the
early stages. They believe, and do
not disguise ihe faet, in traders getting
as high a price for their geoods as they
ean under any and all circumstances. They
believe in the law of supply and demand;
that is the economie creed of ihe hon. gen-
tlemen, and one can admire the eourage
of their advoecacy of it openly and boldly.
Mr. Colebatech goes further, and argues
that if the Bill was necessary last year,
it is not necessary now. He gives his
reason (or this. He says thai the seas
are not closed against eommervce and the
eircumsiances anticipated when Lhe Bill
was first submitted have not arisen. The
seas, 1 submil, were not closed against
commerce when (his Bill was first in-
troduced to the House; but the need for
the Bill was torced upon Parliament for
ofher reasens. Within a fortnight of the

array ol

declaration of war socde  thrsughout
Western Ausiralia had risen to famine

prices: they had goune up in every part of
the Siate. One item alone—and T could
gquole many—Lkerasene went up fo lds.
a case, although there were large stocks
in Western Ausiralia at the fime and
large consignmenis ahoul f{o arrive by
sea. The reason why the price was in-
creased was lhat the traders recognised
that ibere wns a good opporfuniiv to
make large profils, They availed them-
selves of this apporiunity and many of
them wonld den so again. In this ease [
wauld point out that history is repeating
itself. Whenever a war oceurs there is a
eerlain class of husiness men who are
prepared to plunder the people. We had
experience of that in the Crimean war,
and we bad a similar experienee during
the Boer War, when rotten boots were sold
to the British Government by the contrae-
tors, and when the food supplied was un-
fit for human consumption. In considering
a measare like this we munst not merely
consider the honest seection of the com-
munity, We must also take into eon-
sideration the dishonest seetion of the
community. Mr. Holmes shows what the
shipping ring has done. If his words are
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_lo be relied upon-—and 1 assume they
are—this ring has been utierly regard-
less of the interests of the producers of
Agstralia. I may add also ihat it has
been regardless of the intereslts of the
Empire. The marketing of food at the
lowest. possible priee is a matter of great
consequence to the Fimjire. That is a
proposition which no one ¢an deny, In
spite of this fact, what is the position,
if what Bir. Holmes states is correct?
The shipping ring, composed of those
who dominate shipping throughont the
British Empire, have combined fo
force up the freights on wheat from
£3 to £4 10s. per ton. That, I submit, is
a splendid argument in favowr of (bis
Bill. If wmen oseupying hizh positions
in life, men of great sinuding, who ave
connecled with these shipping companies.
organise in order 1o raise apon the agri-
cullnral community of Australia freighis
{o the extent of 30s. a ton in advance of
what is fair and reasonable, and of
what was thie case previous to aetion
heing taken -<in order io seeure space,
if these zenllemen take up such an atti-
tude, what are we to expect from others
in the community who ececupy positions
of lesser responsibility and who are freer
{o phmder the people? From the speeches
of hon, members one would think that the
war was over, I do not, for a moment,
imagine ihat 1his is the genuine opinion
of auy memher of this House, It seems
to me that the argument has been used
hy some simply to snit the oeceasion.
Wounld Mr. Lloyd George say that the
war is over? Would Lovd Kitchener say
that it is over. Ile has not done so, but,
as a matter of faci, has said something
quite different. He said that the fate of
the Empire was at stake. Then, again,
it is submilted as an argument against
this Rill that our sea routes are open, They
arc open now, but as pointed out by Dr.
Saw, they may not for long be open. Of
conrse we hope they will be kept open,
and we believe they will be, and we may
think that this will he the case. There is
a possihility, however, that the German
fleet may get oot from the Wiel Canal, in
which case our sea routes will be again
threatened. It is not assumed that the

[COUNCIL.)

war is goiny to terminale within the next
three monihs. 1f the best military anth-
orities are to be relied upon it will not
terminate, it cannot possibly terminate,
speaking from the human standpoint,
hefore Parliament assembles agnin, What
is going to happen in the meantime? Do
we propose lo pive traders in Weslern
Anstralia the full opportumty of charg-
ing what they like for the goods they sell?
The Council will take upon its shoulders
a very big responsihility indeed if it re-
Jects this Bill. The administration of this
Commissien has undoubtedly done a vast
amounl of good. Its members are not in
a position to eome out and defend them-
selves. Most of their transactions are con-
firlential, and are so by renson of the
lesislation passed by Parliament. Conse-
quently, (hey cannot represent to the peo-
) le of Western Australia the amount of
zood ‘they have done. The chairman of
the Chamber of Commerce, a gentleman
who should be eminently qgualified to ex-
press an opinion in the mailer, hag passed
a high euloginm of the work done by this
Commission. He said that the Comanis-
sion had justified its exislence and that
the moral effect of the Commission was
enormous. These words, coming from
such a source, are entitled to every re-
spect. Tf we wipe this measure from the
statute-baok  the results will soon bhe
manifested. They will be experienced in
every parl of Western Australia, and
they will eertainly do very much to in-
aure the Couneil in the estimation of the
public. The work of man is often not
appreciated unitil after death, and I say
that the value of this Commission will
not be apprecinted until the traders arve
found to have a full opportamty of
charging these who are doing business
with them exaetly what they think proper
for the goods they have to sell. The Gov-
crnment have done their parf. 1, too,
have done my part. I have pointed out
the danger of removing the restriction on
ihe sale price of food stuffs, and T ean
do no more. The fate of the Bill rests
with the Couneil. No blame can be at-
{ached to the (lovernment. We have done
our best (o put the Bill through, and it
will be for the Council to take the full
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responsibilily of any developments which
may oecur as the result of its refusal to
pass this Bill,

Quesiion put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. . oo 11
Noes .. .. oo 14
Maojrity against .. 3
Aves,
Hon. R. (. Ardagh Hon. R. D. McKenzle
Hon. I. Cornefl Hou. A. Sanderson
Ilon. J, M, Drew Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett { Hon, €, Sommers
Hon. A. G. Jenkips Hon, . Millington
Haon. €. McKenzle (Teller),
Nogs.
Han, J. F. Allea Hon, W. Kinzsmill
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. E. McLarty
Hon., H. Carson Hen. W. Patrick
Hon, E. M. Ciarke Hoxn, G. M. Sewell
Mon. H. P. Colebaich | Hon. SirE. H. Wittenoom
Hon. F. Connor Hon. J. Duffell
Hon. J, F. Cullen (Teller
Hon. J. J. Holmes

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated_

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Secona Reading,

Tiebale resumed from the 22nd Sep-
tember.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Ceairal) [5.45]:
I eonfess 1 aproach the discussion of the
matters deatt with in this Bill with a eon-
siderable amount of fear and trembling.
It it had depended on my own personal
liking or disliking T certainly would have
been perfeetly silent, but as the measure
has heen hrought so prominently before
the public I feel, as a malter of duty, I
am compelled to deal with the guestions
submilted in the measure. Like the hon.
My, Sanderson T eonfess I do not see ex-
actly why (he measure should have been
intreduced by the Government so late in
the session when lhere is no time to dis-
cuss fhe maltler properly, If the Govern-
ment had any interest in the measure, on
whieclt there is s0 mueh difference of opin-
ion, they ought to have introdueced it at the
beginning of the session so that the pub-
lic would have had full time to look at it

[43] '
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in ail its bearings. QOne of the main rea-
sons given in another place in support of
{hie measure was that this dreadful dis-
ease was increasing throughout the world,
and it was inferred also that it was in-
ereasing in Western Australia, and ibat
on account of the war that the Empire
was engaged in there would necessarily
be a large inerease of this dreadful dis-
ease, in fact I believe that the Minister
when introducing the measure stated that
there would be shiploads of disensed sol-
diers ariving in Australia returning to
their homes. T think that a statement such
as that was a grave ealumny on the heroes
who went to the front in defence of the
Empire, More than that; while I deplore
the cxistence of such a disease in the
coinmunity T deny there has been any in-
crease throughout the world, and I sup-
pose Western Australia is in as an ad-
vaneced position in the ecivilised globe as
anv other place. But the available inform-
ativn given in official documents entirely
disprove the statement that this disease is
increasing. In Dr. Hope's repnrt for lagt
year, the latest that has been placed be-
fore ns, he gave the general death rate
of Western Australia as 18.4 in 1896 as
against 9.39 in 1914; that is, that from
1596 to 1914 the death rale had fallen to
about one-half. and that infant mor-
tality had fallen from 177 per
thousand in 1893 to 68.22 in 1914.
That is eqgual to 6.82 per 1,000. Of
507 out of 682 who died the cause of
death was—syphilis 5, whooping cough
17, meningitis 17, convulsions 26, disease
of respiratory organs 62, diarrhea and
enteritis 148, discases of early infaney
232, that is to say, that 5 in 507 died
from syphilis or less than one per cent.
Hon. A, .J. H. Saw: On the records.

ITon. W. PATRICK: If we are not to
go by the records what are we to go by?
It is perfeetly true that the Minister in
introdueing the measure in another place
gave sfatisiies from the reports of Dr,
Montgomery and Dr. Allen of Melbourne,
bat these statistics did not deal with the
population of Australia but a certain por-
lion of the community. Dr. Montgomery
dealt with the insane, and when you talk
about & certain portion of the insane dy-
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ing you must remewber there is only one
insane person in Western Australia out
of every 300. But assuming there were
twenty-five per cent. or four persons in
every 100, that only means that one-
twelfth per ceat. in the population of
Western Ausiralia died of this disease
in the asylum for the insane, which is
not sufficient for any Government to in-
troduce a Bill to suspend the Habeas
Corpus Act. In the Commonwealth Year
Book, No. 7, on page 1203, it ap-
pears that in 1912 there were 52,177
deaths in the whole of Australia,
and in ithe same year there were
18¢ deaths from syphilis. That s
not a very alarming number. If one were
to treat seriously the figures given omne
would be inclined to draw the conelusion
that a large proporiion of the community
were suffering from this terrible disease.
If that were so it would not be safe for
anybody to go about the community, But
I have travelled as much as anybody, I
suppose, during ihe last 20 years, and
have lived in hotels and slept in bedrooms
and I have been able to keep myself per-
fectly clean, and anybody else can do the
same, The report of Dr. Hope is a very
interesting one. There is a great deal of
information in it and pertinent to the
question now before the Honse, On page
15 of the report of 1914 Dr. Hope says—
If the question of intemperance
could be solved syphilis would largely
disappear, tuberenlosis wounld diminish,
for alehohol, sexual vice, and tuberen-
losis generally go together.
But, unforiunately for that statement, it
is not at all correct. If it were such a
simple matter as the abolition of the
drinking habit it would be an easy ques-
tion for the present Government of West-
ern Australia to elose all the public
louses in the State, as they have full
power to do at lhe present mement, and
the whole thing would be finished in one
act, But it is not such a simple matter.
The most licentions eountries, the eoun-
iries where prostitution is very prevalent,
are the abstemious countries, and when
I make that statement I refer to the West-
tern ecountries. Tt was also said in
another place that by altered social con-
ditions we could change all this, and it

[COUNCIL.)

was stated that on account of the high
standard of living in Western Australia
there was no poverty. I was glad to
hear that statement beecause if it is true
there would be very little syphilis in Aus-
tralia. But, unfortunately, this stale-
ment was in total confliet with angther
slalement made by the same gentleman,
who said that the disease was as preva-
leni among the well-to-do in New York
and in London as among the very poor.
One lon. gentleman in this Chamber—
Bir Fdward Witlenoom, and I am sorry
he is not present—proposed a more dras-
tic treatment or hinted at a more drastic
cure for this disease than that proposed
in the Bill. T will quote his words; the
hon. gentleman said—
He hoped there would be no maundlin
sympathy but thai the whole ‘ques-
tion would be dealt with without consi-
deration for individuals. Secab in sheep
was a most contagions disease, and for
years and years attempts had been
made to eradicate it until at last the
Government came in and destroyed all
sheep which were not cured in six
months; the result had been that the
disease was eventually exterminafed.
I do not suppose even the Government
would resort to sueh a drastic treatmenl.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: That was
only a parable.

Hon. W, PATRICK: I am glad the
bon. genileman is now present. I know
it 1s a parable but it would be a real
solntion of the question if we conld seg-
regate these dreadful people who are such
a danger, and no doubt they are a danger
to ihe clean portion of the community.
it would simplify the matter at once if
we segregated the whole lot, but, unfor-
tunately, we are dealing not with sheep,
but with human beings. I think I have
shown enough from the statisties 1 have
given to prove that there is no special
necessity at this time to introduee the
measure with such great haste in the
dving days of the session. Assuming that
the {ime ‘was opportune for the introdue-
fion of ihe Bill, the Bill is certainly not
one that would be likely to cure this blot.
Ve have heard the opinion of Dr. Saw,
and his opinion is confirmed by a report
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which was sent by Dr. Seed, the Health
Oflicer of Perth, to the City Council, and
the effect of which was that the passing
of this measure would mean practically
the abolition of the liberty of the peo-
ple and the destruction of the Habeas
Corpus Aet. I was pleased that Dr.
Saw  drew aftention to the eondi-
tion of things which existed in the
time of the old republican days of

Venice, at the time of the greatest
autocracy which ever existed, and
there is no doubt whatever that, if

the power suggested by the compulsory
clauses in the Bill becomes law in West-
ern Awvstralia, we shall go back to the
condition of things which existed in that
period. Restrictive legislation bas been
tried all over the world almost ‘from
time immemorial. When talking on this
subject, theve is no need to eall the mea-
sure the Health Bill. It is a Contagious
Ihseases Bill. Tt is altogether different
from other Acts introdnced in other parts
of the Empire, and the hypocritical addi-
tion is made that it is applicable to men,
bui il can never be appliecable to men in
the same sense that it must be applicable
to women under our present social eondi-
tions. T was very pleased indeed to read
nhout ten days ago the wise words uttered
hy the Archhishop of Perth, words which,
I ihink, are well worthy of being read in
rhis Chamber—

Under the Bill as it stands at pre-
sent no woman will be safe from perse-
cntion and from blackmail. The police
wiil have in their hands a power which
no one should dream of giving them.
I ask any parents how they would like
it 1f one of their daughters, a modest,
fuiet, sensitive gir], were reported, and
had to submit to examination. The
indignity of it would be dreadful. She
would have no redress. The police as
a whole are a fine body of men, but,
as in all other bedies, there are bad
men. To put the power into their
hands, which will be in their hands by
the Bill, no matter what the members
of Parliament may say to the contrary.
is to my mind a terrible evi).

That is exactly the opinion I hoid in re-
gard to the compulsory clauses of this
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measure, and when I say compulsory
clauses I desire to point out that these
clauses coostitute the Bill. Without them
the Bill would not be worth considering.
There are certainly some clauses which
wigit be very valuable, notably the
clauses to resirict the publication of
quack advertisements, whick, of course,
everyone will agree with, but, if the Gov-
croment wish to restrain those who make
a business of living on the fears and ig-
norance of the community, let them in-
troduce a measure for that purpose and
every man in this Chamber will vote for
it, but at the present time the Government
have great power in that regard wnder
the present Health Aect. There is ne
doubt that this measure is a woman's
queslion. That statement, I think, was
made by the Honorary Minister in an-
other place, and he also stated that, while
woman had a soul, man bad only a body.
Tt was a most extraordinary statement to
make, and I confess that, if & man had
no soul, we could aceount for the many
foolish and unwise things hic Jues; bui
we all know that is all nonsense, and I do
not know why the statement was ever
made. TUndonbtedly, however, this is a
woman’s question, and, if the measnre is
passed, it will be the women who will
suffer, for in very few cases will men
suffer. In this regard, T would like to
read an extraect from a letter which puts
the whole position very clearly, The letter
appeared in the West Australian a few
days ago signed by Jessie A, Gover. I
do not know the lady, but the sentiments
in the letter are very ereditable to her,
and I am sure they express the opinion
of almost every woman in Western Aus-
tralia—

A specious reason advaneed is the
prevailing military conditions, and
what may happen in the future return
of our hoys. If this be the latest hor-
ror-thonght that muost be added io
mothers’ hearts, now holding anguish
nigh te the breaking point, many will
fervently pray that their sons may
rather vield their lives in their eoun-
try's eause fhan retorn to their home-
land anclean lepers evermore. Let it
be understood that the women who are
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. protesting against what is bad in the
Bill realise the borrid iniquity of this
foulness quite as deeply as the support-
ers of its measores. Those who have
worked amid the lower social strala
‘know its ravages. We also know that
the procedures introduced into this Bill
have failed, absolutely failed, to effect
the cure desired. In the face of what
has proved futile in numberless in-
stanees, it seems to women a monstrous
folly to re-enuct the experience here.

There is no doubl whatever about that.

A preat public meeting chiefly composed

of women was held in the Town Hall last

Thursday evening, and at that meeting,

with the exception of six dissentients, one

of whom was the Honorary Minister, the
strongest bostility was manifested against
the Bill, and resolutions were passed
urging this House praclieally to teject
the mensure. So far as I am concerned,

I imtend to vote against the second read-

ing of it. As I said before, the report of

Dr. Hope was interesting and well worth

everyone's tirae to peruse, because it was

not only a report on lhealth, but there was

a certain amount of very good ad-

vice given in it, and some fine opinions

were expressed.  For instance, on page

14, he says “It cannot be too widely

known that this is a disease which

is vita! to the whole nature of man,
physieally, morally and inlellectnally.”

If men and women were like a flock

of sheep, if they were like a herd of

swine or a herd of catile, then, of course,
the whole duty of a doector would be to
simply see that they had sound and
healthy bodies, but unfortunately, the
people who advoeate this sort of thing
are humaun beings, It would not be worth
while existing on earth if we were made
up simply of so much flesh and blood,
and so Dr. Hope tells us that this disease
ruins us menfally, morally, and plysically.
1t is a social and moral question, So
long as women are treated as spies, while
men are permitted to live unclean lives,
and ave received with open arms in soc-
iety, so long will it he useless to pass
legislation applicable to both men and

women, It will be perfectly futile. A

woman's reputation ean be tarnished by

[COUNCIL.)

a whisper. It is entirely different with
man so far as the present econdition of
society is concerned. And so it is the
hounden duty of all honouralble men to
see that no legislation is pussed which
will put women in sueh a position
that their lives may be ruined simply
because tliey may come under a mea-
sure such as this. It seams to me a
monsirous proposition, and I really
eannol understand how a Minister of
the Crown ever had the audacily or the
temerity—1 think Sir Edward Wittenoom
said that in his 30 years’ experience, no
oné had ever had the lemerity to intro-
dnee sueh a Bill—to submit a measore
like this to Parliament.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. PATRICK: During the
course of his speech in another place the
Honorary Minister, in referring to pros-
titution, said that neither by legislation
ner by preaching would any good be ac-
complished. The only way to bring abont
a satisfactory eondition of offairs was to
improve social conditions, Yet here we
have a proposal of the most drastic na-
ture to deal with this problem. It seems
strange (hat the laws at present on the
statute-hook are not enforced. We have
a greal many laws that no one seems Lo
have the courage to enforce. We have
laws against gawmbling and against peo-
ple of ill-fame which are practically dead
letters. Before introducing further legis-
lation, especially legislation of sueh a
drastic nature as is proposed in the Bill,
the present laws should be enforced in
order to ses what good would rvesult if
they were properly administered. T have
referred fo the admirable report hy Dr.
Hope, and T wish to quote a further ex-
tract from it as follows:—

The country is the richest which
nourishes the greatest number of hap-
Py human beings. The wealth of the
people is not merely material wealth;
there is a more precions treasure and
ithat is the character of the people.

I would like to ask whether such legisla-
tion as is proposed under this Bill,



[29 SePrEMBER, 1915.]

whieh will bring humiliation and shame to
many members of the community, is
likely to produce this precicus treasure or
improve the character of the people in
Western Aunstralia. 1 say assuredly it
will do nothing of the kind., If the Bill
is pasged, it will do irreparable harm, and
we shall still be in the same position. In
the Old country, similar laws were in
force until 1883, when through public
agitation and a revolt of the social in-
stincts of the people, these abominable
laws were repealed, and since then there
lras been a vasi improvement as regards
the prevalenee of this terrible malady.
I do not altogether agree with the state-
ment made by the Honorary Minisier
that neilher by legislation nor by preach-
ing can we improve the character of the
people. Tt depends entirely upon the
legislation and the preaching, T believe
that if we men and women all aspired to
better condilions of life and endeav-
oured to atlain the splendid aim of the
boy secouts, it would be far better than
any legislation we c¢ould put on our stat-
ute-hook. Their aim is that we, though
fiaal lluman beings, should, as far as pos-
sible, be pure in thoughi, in word and
deed.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [7.35]:
It is my intention to support the second
reading of the Bill, and T congraunlate the
Honorary Minister who introdueed it in
another place. The thanks of the com-
munity are due to him for having tackled
this very diffieult and very serions prob-
lem. I am not prepared to go to the
lengths provided in the Bill, hbut T am
satisfied that if this Honse treats the Bill
as it should be ireated and amends it in
order to make it an equitable measure, it
will prove a credit to our statute-book.
T am in favour of compulsory notifiea-
tion and compulsory treatment of these
diseasés. The whole Bill hinges on these
two points. IF these clauses are deleted,
the measure will not be worth the paper
it is printed on, The Bill provides that
anyone ean notify the Commissioner of
Health regarding the possibility of dis-
ease being prevalent in  any locality.
Thus somehody might, by a penny-in-the-
slot notice, as it were, inform the Com-
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missioner, and he would be bound {o take
action. That would he carrying legista-
tion too far. Dr. Saw has suggested that
the person giving the notification should
be bound to make a statutory deelaration,
but this would be earrying the proposal
le the other extreme, as the nofifieation,
coupled with the statutory declaration,
would be made available to the person
accused. If the responsibility for notifi-
cation is placed on any person and in all
cases the supposed afflicted person is
to have the right to know whence the
information emanaled, no one wonld
assist in the administration of the Aect.
But if we modify that provision so that
a person examined and found not to be
affected shall he entitled to know who
made the notifieation, the vlanse might
prove acceptable, because, if the ag-
grieved person could prove that he or
she had heen the vietim of blackmail or
vindictiveness, it would be open to him
or her to take action.

Hon, Sir K. H. Wittenoom: Is the in-
formant protected cnder the BiILF

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: No, hut if Dr.
Saw’s proposal were adopted wo one
would notify a ecase, because the source
of the notifieation would have to be de-
clared. There might be a case in which
a person desires that a friend should be
treated, and in order to secure treatment
for him, he makes a notification, and im-
mediately the declaration wonld reveal to
the friend who had made the notification.
Under my proposal the man who made
the declaration would not be known un-
less the notifieation was proved to be
wrong. If the individual were found to
be afflicted, why should we penalise the
person who is doing a public duty
by notifying the case? On the other
hand, if the person were found to
be not affected, the informant who
made a false deelaration should he
punished. I am sorrv I cannot
agree with a good many reople on this
subject. The ladies, to their credit, have
taken a very keen interest in the mea-
sure. I do not dispufe their right to do
so; T rather commend them for having
put their views forward. Members of
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churcles have alse adopted a similar
attitude, and I regret that I cannot see
cye to eye wilh them on the subjeei, On
the evidenee of no less an authority than
Dr. Saw, who is not given to exaggera-
tion, T am bound lo regard this disease
as a plagune, and if I am bound lo regard
it as a plagee, 1T am bound lo treat it as
a plaguce. The evidence before ug from
all sources shows that the disense is likely
to increase and multiply. There are men
returning to the Commonwealth in hund-
reds—I1 believe no fewer than 700 have
already arrived—who are afficted with
this disease, and if these men are to De
allowed to ronm at large in the commmun-
ily, the results are likely lo be serious.

Hon. Sir E. II. Wittencom: You do
not mean that they are all affected?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: XNo. some 1hou-
sands in all have returned, but I under-
stand that Y00 of them are affected with
the disease. We have been informed that
no fewer than 200 men who relurned to
Melbourne hy one transport were suffer-
ing from the disease, amd that the total
to date is 700. Ounr wounded and sick
soldiers are only just beginning to return.
When there are 700 such cases to date, the
chances are thal {here will be 7,000
within the next vear or two; hence the
necessity for some drastie aetion. Dr.
Seed, the medical officer for health for
the city of Perth, recently wrote to the
Chairman of the Perth TLocal Board of
Health in regard to this Bill, and, while
condemning the measure—he has heen
quoted as an amnthority in condemmation
of it—-lie is of opinion that two of the
clanses prove that the Honorary Minis-
ter is on the right track. Dr. Seed said—

The Bill consists of a series of laws
which must be obeyed under leavy
penalties. Tf venereal diseases are to
be effleetnally dealt with, only a Bill of
this character can be sucecessful.

In conclusion Dr, Seed says—

It efficienily administered, this Aect
will diminish venereal disease and in
the course of a few generations might
aholish this great plague altogether, In
old limes leprosy was common in Great
Britain, and a complete segregation

[COUNCIL.]

of lepers was instituted. This must
ltave been most unpleasant for ihe
lepers and their friends, but it abol-
iched leprosy.
That is what Dr. Seed says. What we
want to do is to abolish this plague, and
Dr. Seed says that the only way we can
abolish it is by legislation of this nature.
It has heen suggested that this Bill would
legalise prostitution. 1 [ooked ihrough
the Bill, and I cannot find in it anything
of that nature. We have the publie siate-
wenti of the Honorary Minister that there
is no such intention involved in the Bill,
and affer a perusal of the measure I am
perfectly snlisfied that thal is the correct
view of the clauses referred to. There
is a distinet altempt to protect the inno-
cent; and | am eertain that the only
means of protecting the innocent, when
the disease is known to exist, is compul-
gory notifieation and compulsory treat-
ment. The Bill deals with both sexes on
the same lines. If there was in the Bill
any sugrestion that men should be treated
differently from women, then the mea-
sure wonld have no support whatever
from me. A number of iadies have com-
municated with me on this subject, and
they ean rest assured that when legisla-
tion comes before this ‘Chamber, or any
other Chamber of which T bappen to be
a mewber, for the purpose of dealing
on one line with the menfolk and on an-
otlier line with the women-folk, that
legislation will receive no econsideration
at my hands., Unfortunately, legislation
in the past has been enacted with the
ohjeet of granting {o men concessions
not available to women. That state of
offairs, however, has been gradually
vectified; and evervy Bill with a similar
ohject coming before this House while
1 am a mewmber of it will have my sup-
porf. T shall always he in favour of
placing the women on the same footing
as the men. Why men have been put on
one pedestal, and women, so to speak, on
a lower one, T conld never understand,
Fither it is that the men have placed
themselves on the higher pedestal, or else
the women have put them on it. Any-
how, the men have heen, so to speak, on
the upper rung of the ladder, and the
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women on the lower rung. That stafe of
matters, however, lhas been gradually
rectified. It has existed for a great many
years, but it is never too lale to mend.
Where the authority or the right came
from to put men on one plape and wo-
men on another, T do not know. In the
days of Noah, it will be found, Noah was
instracted to build the Ark, and then
his instructions were: “Take down
thy wife and enter therein.” There
was no first class for Mr. Noab and
a second class for Mrs. Noah, but the
same ¢lass for both. That should be the
position now. One evidence of the neces-
sity for this Bill is to be found in the
denth-rate of the ehildren’s hospilal. On
responsible authoriiy the statement has
been made that 25 per cent. of the dealhs
in the ehildren’s hospital are due fo tlus
disease.  That statement has been made
by the Honorary AMinister (Hon. R. TH.
Underwood), and it has not been dis-
puted. The exisience of that condition
of affairs is in iiself sufficient justifica-
tion for a measure of this kind. We
know that the Aificuliy of Ausiralia is
want of population. We know that our
best men are heing killed off tlo-lay,
fighting in defence of the Empire; and
we do not know where we slall gef"men
to replace them. 1If 25 per cenl. of
deaths of childven to replace these men
are due to this disease, as stated to be the
case at the children’s hospital, it is the
clear duty of this Parliament to step in
and do something to remedy the evil. In
ordinary eircumstances men are too valu-
able to lose. In the extraordinary ecireum-

stances which have arisen, men have be- |

come more valunable (han ever before. And
the same remarks apply to our women.
The next generation must be conserved,
and we must have clean, healthy children.
To my mind sueh a measure as this is
necessary to accomplish that end. Fur-
ther, when we find one of the principal
judges of New South Wales, whe has had
to deal with men suffering from this dis-
ease, saying that he would keep such men
behind a barb wire fence with a live wire
through it, so that if the men attempled
te get out among the community they
would be electrocuted, it is fime for us to

1195

be up and doing. Men suffering from
thiz disease are coming back, and they
are not being placed behind barb
wire fences. So far as we know, those
men are turned loose upon the commun-
ity. We are told that the militarr an-
thorities have power to deal with them.
As to that, T do not know. Presumably
if the military authorities had the power,
they would use it, In my opinion, how-
ever, this matter is s0 serious that we
eannot leave it to supposition. Tt is due
to us to take the necessary sleps to pre-
ven! fhe disease from spreading in our
midst. It is said thal if the disease is
cleared out there will be increased im-
morality. The suggestion is that it is the
facl of 1he existence of the disease whieh
makes men woral. Have wa really reached
that stage? Tf we have, lhen we have
reached a very low standard of morality.
Is the fear of infeetion ihe only thing
thal keeps men moral? T mysclf refuse
1o helieve that. T shall not detain the
I[ouse loneer,  "These, briefiy, are my
views on {he subject. I sapport the
second reading, and I sincerely hope that
this House will introduce sueh amend-
ments in the measure ns will he a credit
to the House and will bhe aceeptable to
the Government, and that the result will
be to place on the statute-book a meansure
on which we may all look with pride.
Hon . F. BAXTER (Last) [7.531:
1 have been paliently lislening for some
zood arguments te be put forward in
favonr of the compulsory clauses of this
Bill. but T have nol heard them up to
the present. I have not yet Jearned thai
every facility has been granted to com--
bal the disease, short of adopting sueh
drastic measures., Mr. Patrick referred
to the interest faken in this matter by
the publie. T say it is to the credit of
the public that snch interest should he
taken. For what purpose do the publie
interest themselves in the Bill? Sim-
ply in orde. to hetter human existence,
in ovder to eradieate the disease. We
find, further, that those who have in-
terested themselves in the maiter are
people who have eonsidered and studied
the question for years, salmost to the
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exclusion of everything else. Mr. Holmes
vepentedly made strong references to the
danger to the community from returned
soldiers, My opinion of the matter is
that even if we pass this measure we
shall not be able to control the soldiers.
They are in the hands of the Federa!
Government, and not in our hands at
all.  This measure is useless in that
respect. Further, I personally do
not believe in unwarranted inierfer-
ence with the liberty of the people.
Interference with liberty should not
he tolerated, and surely we should show
respect to individual rights. It appears
to me that many of the measures being
brought before Parliament will simply
vesult in doing away with our individn-
atity. The trend of legislation seems to
be in that one direction, and it is a
pity that this should be so. Now, if we
adopt an extreme course of action such
as iz suggested by this Bill, the result
wiy o v do serious harm, more particu-
larly to sensitive persons. Let hon. mem-
bers just think of the power to be given
to the Commissioner of Public Health. It
cannot be gainsaid that in that official’s
hands is to be placed the power of order-
ing, on ecertain information, any female
to nndergo a medical examination, Surely
that is going too far. Surely we are liv-
ing in civilised fimes, when such a me-
lhod is not necessary until all other me-
thods have failed. I, for one, would sup-
port the placing of this Bill on the
stalute-book, if all other methods had
failed, but only on that condition. Un-
til every other method has been given a
trial, I say we are not justified in en-
acting such drastic legislation as here
proposed. To say the least of it, this
Bili is an outrage on eommon seuse
and on public decency. The Hon-
orary Minister taokes credit to him-
self for having fathered this Bill.
He says that Dr. Hope has bad practi-
cally nothing to do with the measure. I
do not think the faet is to the Honorary
Minister’s eredit. To my mind this Bill
is something that might be expected from
a gentleman who makes such erratic utter-
ances, and who is 5o impuisive and bolds
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such foolhardy ideas as regards legisla-
tien. From him a Bill of this class must
he accepted.

Member: Do not be personal,

Hon. C. I, BAXTER: I heard a
voice urge me not to be personal. I am
now merely retaliating for eertain
utterances of the Honorary Minister. 1t
is a pity the Honorary Minister is not in
this Chamber to receive his medicine. 1f
compulsory measures had not been tried
and found waniing in other conntries,
there might be some exeuse for the Gov-
ernment, in their ignoranee, introdueing
a measure such as this. But there is no
such excuse for them. What do we find
ont looking closely into the maiter? That
in olher ecountries such as Englang,
Holland, Norway, Franece, Switzerland,

and Ilaly similar methods have been
tried without suceess. In faet, these
methods have Deen tried for the

Jast century and found wanting. Bui,
of course, our Dbeneficent Govern-
ment hére intend to put this meas-
ure through and make a success of
methods which have failed in all olher
countries where they have been tried. The
very suggestion is ridieulous. England,
Halland, and Norway have abandoned
the regulation syslem, and in Sweden a
royal eommission reported dead against
that system. I'rancc had the system in
vogue, and condemned it; "and Iialy
swept away the whole of the legisla-
tion giving supervision ‘to the police.
And what did Italy do then? Sub-
stitute gratuitous treatment. And that
will do mare towards the eradication of
the diseasc than all the eompulsory
clauses that the present Government or
any other Goveroment on the face of
the globe can bring in,

The Colonial Seeretary: What report
is the hon. member quoting from?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: A report whiclh
the Honorary Minisier misquoted, A
zood deal has been said about the com-
pulsory legislalion in Switzerland. But
what is really the case there? That {his
compulsory business exists only in one
town of Switzerland, namely Geneva. In
no other part of Switzerland is an at-
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tempt made to put such legislation into
operation. Denmark has been held up to
us as a country which has compulsory
legislation. I am quite ready to admit
that Denmark has the legislation; but
Denmark does not enforee it. Why? A
leading Danish specialist states that if
tlie regulations were enforced it would
lcad to a worse state of things than that
existing to-day, that it wounld frighten
patients away from treatment. 1L is
only natural ihat that should be the effect
in any part of the globe. Does anyone
mean (o tell me that a person who is a
vietim to this particular disease will
make i any more pnblie than he is abso-
lutely forced io do? Ts he not going to
hide the disease? Of eourse he is. There
is no gelting away from that faet. As
vegards the main eclavses of the Bill,
what wil) they do? They will press very
hardly on the unfortunate elass. Thal
may be eventually a blessing to them,
but nevertheless fhe clanses will be very
harsh on them. And, worse than that,
Wil it the poorer class
very hard. The poorer class will suffer
absolutely. Just imagine for one moment
the average doector notifying that a rich
client of his is suffering from this dread
disease. It would be folly to expech it
I£ yon do expeet it, it will never be car-
riedd out.  Again, are all our doctors such
angels that we can trust them? T will
admit lhat the average doclor is a really
sound man whom we can trust.

Hhage alanscs

Member: You have gol to trust them.

Hun. C. F. BAXTER: We have not
got to trust them, and we are not going
to, what is more. There are unserupn-
lons doclors just as there are unserupu-
lous men in olber walks of life. Are we
going to allow our families fo _be
harassed by such people, and are we
ourseives to be harassed by them?
Certainly not. Tf these compulsory
clanses be jpassed and a man gets
into the hands of ‘an unsernpnlons
doctor, he will stay there nuntil he
has stueezed the last penny ont of
him, He has got him, and he can keep
him for three vears,

ner

Member: You would throw him into
the arms of the quack.

Hon, C. . BAXTER: I might tell the
hon. member the so-called quacks are
doing a good dea! towards the cure of
this discase. What is needed is not regu-
latien. Your will never do any good in
that direction, but by education and en-
lightenment.

Member:
thirty years.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: They have not
had it for thirty years; they have not
had ong week of it. Where in any part
of this State has the public heen edu-
cated or enlightened on this subject on
any oceagion? I defy any hon. member
to show me where education has been
given regarding it

Several members interjected.

“The PRESIDENT: I must call upon
hon. members to cease interrnpting.
When we had a small disorderly section
of sitrangers in the gallery, I spoke to
them anen and ns soon a5 they were in-
formed they obeyed. I am very much dis-
appointed at having to call the attention
of some few hon. members so many Limes
to our Standing Orders. Tf they are not
fo be obeyed, let us change them.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We want edn-
cation and enlightenment in regard to the
seriousness of the disease, to let people
know what to expect, to put them in the
position of knowing how serious rhis
disease is. They are in a state of
blindness to-day as regards this ques-
fion. Then again, we want free treat-
ment on proper lines, not the tinpot
affair attempted in our public hos-
pitals. That is not worth a snap
of the fingers as an eradication of the
disease. We want to establish night
clinies, in the same way as has been
done suecessfully in other places, insfead
of rushing blindly into something which
is so drastic that if it is passed, some
hon. members may have eavse to regret
all their Iives. On top of that, if we
want to eradicate the disease, we must
lkeep every avenue of cure open for the
public. Tt is all very well to say that none
but qualified persons should handle this.

They have had that for



1198

I will say, that to my knowledge, and I
have gove inio the quesiion a lot, the
mast suecessful persons in the treatment
of cases of gonorrhoca, ete., are the chem-
isls, and they do it for a few paltry shil-
lings. A -lot of persons suffering are not
in a position to put their hands in their
pockets and puli out sovercigns. Many
sufferers are nol wealllly, and they should
not be forced into the hands of those who
will ruu up big aceonnts against them, if
they ¢an go to a chemist and get a re-
medy which we know will cure them of
the disease. WWhat morve do we want?
Why say to those people you must go to
a doctor and pay up?

Member : Tt is proposed to provide
free treatment. :

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: You have not
established free (reaiment yei. Why is it
necessary that only a doctor shall afford
ihis treatment? Any chemis! is as eap-
able of doing it. On top of this there ave
dozens of proprietary medieines which
are known to be cffeciive in bringing
about sueeess in ninety per cent. of the
cnses, And the formulae of those pro-
prietary medicines I have spoken of have
been deposited under ilhe Aet. Surely
there ¢an be no objection to that. Why
lhen should we restriet the treatment and
cause extra exjpense fo the snfferers, more
especially in view of the fact fhai we
want io eradieate the disease? Tg that the
way to eradieate #? T think von will
agree. Mr. President, that it is not. If we
put those eompulsory clauses on the
statute book, we are going to inerease ihe
disense, are going to bring it about in the
worst form and put the matter in a worse
position than it is to-day. Tn faet it will
heecome a menace greater than it is te-
day, and it is bad cnough now. Take those
persens suffering. There is the fear of
their names being put on a register. They
are going to fry all ways of sccreey fo
cure ihemselves. What does that mean?
Tt means that the disease will become
deep-rooted : there is no gainsaying that.
Some hon. members eompare those suffer-
ing from this disease with sufferers from
other contagious disesases, such as diph-
theria, ete. It is a vastly different thing.
This disease is fooked nwpon as a disgrace.
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If 2 person bas it, some people look upon
it with the same feeling as that towards
a eriminal; and certainly the majority of
iliose who are suffering feel that it is dis-
graceful. 1 do nol mind saying
here that a large proportion of those suf-
Tering from this discase will not go to the
family doctor; they will not let him koow,
he knows too much abont the family.
They will go to an outside doctor, and
possibly give an asswmed name. No right
thinking person would class this disease
with ihe other contagions diseases I have
mentioned. In addition, it is so easy to
conceal this disease, A man might he
suffering from it and not be wvisibly ill
or confined to lis home, How are

you going {o get at those persons
who want {o conceal it—and it is
only human nature that’they should
wani to coneeal it? There is no ¢hance

of snceess in that direction. Before con-
cluding, I would like to refer to the
ladies who bhave taken such an intevest in
this matter., The reason why I speak in
this ¢onnection is because some of them
have worried themselves right out in Lhe
work. Their sole aim has been justice in
the first rlace, to uplifi all these who
have erred and the general good of man-
kind, They should not be belittled in
any shape or form.

Member: They have not heen belittled.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER.: They have heen
helittled on many oceasions. Hon, mem-
hers know as well as T do that those ladies
are nobly doing their duty for the nation;
they are Empire builders, They are en-
trusted with the bringing up of children.
Their object is to bring about a
hetter state of affairs. Some of them
have studied this question, some have
visiled Japan and TEngland and studied

the question there. They have put
years  of study into  the question;
and they have come to & right

conelusion, to turn dewn the compulsory
clanses in favour of voluntary treatment.
Are we going to degrade them by passing
the compulsory clauses? T =ay no. I
cannot see any portion of the compulsory
clarses that T would snpport.

Hon. J. P. CULLEN (South-East)
[3.197: This Bill deals with a most diffi-
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cult and at the same time important ques-
tion. To my mind it represents an hon-
est attempt on the part of the Govern-
ment to deal with the dificulties pres-
ented hy the prevalence of venereal dis-
ease, and the House should not reject the
Bill merely because it has been intro-
duced at this stage. It is not to be sup-
posed that any legislation in this dir-
ection would reach perfection at the
framers’ hands, What is the Legis-
lature for but to take up an idea and per-
fect it, if it is eapable of being perfected?
1t should not be thrown ont by the Legis.
lature bnt we should endeavour to make
the Bill as perfeet a measure as we caun.
Tt is all very well to say that meu are re-
strigted under it, but our quarantine laws
have exactly the same effect. T recognise
‘that the Government have gone a long
way in dissociating this proposal from
the worst features of C.0. lemslation.
Their proposal is that it shall be deall
with as far as possible as a health meas-
ure. That means that the admiuistration
will be under the health antherities and
not under the police, a eriminal anthority.
Before T deal with the question of ecom-
pulsion 1 want to point out another weak
point of the Bill. The promoters of
the Bill have Lold us that the range
of the disease is enormous, and yet
it 18 proposed that every medical officer
in receipt of a small salary, and every
hospilal getting any subsidy—I am not
speaking of the metropolitan hospitals—
shall receive all these enses and treat thera
without any reward. It is diflicalt to
conceive fhe simpleness of mind which
eonld have made such a proposal. I am
putting it in the kindest way. If this
eniormous range of disease is to he han-
dled by the doetors and hospitals at (heir
own cost, the measure must break down.
Surely it 15 only a fair thing for the
State to provide that whal patienls can-
not pay for, the State shall pay for. Doe-
tors and hospitals must freat the patienis
aratuitonsly where the patients are un-
able to pay, but in all such cases the State
should see that doctors and hospitals do
not have to bear the cost. That ecan
easily be provided for in the Bill. An-
other proposal that I think all hon. wem-
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bers must approve is that of effeciive
methods to prevent, as far as possible,
the glhoulizh eharlatans who live on
victims of 1heze diseases. Absolate pro-
hibition of any publication from these
ghonls  should be provided. Perhaps
hon. members are not aware (lat
a newspaper eannot legallv refuse any
prover advertisement for which pay-
aent is tendered. The proprietor can-
not pick and chnose his advertise-
menis, hut many newspapers admit these
chowdish advertisements which they ave
under no compulsion {o admit, and they
«hostld be compelled to refuse to allow
their papers to he soiled by such adver-
tiscients, Sometimes they slip in in
spite of the most wateliful care on the
jarl of the publisher, 1 know of one
case where a large firm had contracte:l
for an advertisement ihrough a most re-
speetable advertising agency, and the con-
tract was nearly through when a change
of eopy eame sneaking in with matter in
connection with these diseases
ile proprictor of the paper saw it and
struck it out and sent word to the ad-
veriising agency that no such thing eould
ire tolerated, and that adverliser cancelled
the cuniract and refused payment. The
lenderer of the advertisement eould have
heen compelled to pay, but the proprietor
was only loo glad to escape from having
to admit such stuff to his paper. But
{ake three parers out of four and
we find suech adveriisements, more or
less wrapped up, but still plain enough
iv bz understood as {he announce-
wmenis of these charlatans. The Bill pro-
vides, as far as legal measures ¢an, to end
the publication of the qnackery of these
ghouls. There is another proposal made
by erities, and T am glad to recognise that
the public eriticism of this Bill has not
heen wholly destruetive. There has been
an earnezt desire where anvihing has bheen
attacked to suggest something  better;
therefore that criticism deserves the full-
est consideration. Amongst the sugges-
tions is that of educational measures anil
here is a very vexed question. 1 have
often ecome across announcements of
meelings for men only and meetings for
women only. 1 have kept clear of the

Happily
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meetings for men only, and of course I

have mnot gone (o the meetings for
women. I would never advise my
son to attend a meeting for 1men

ouly beeause so much depends on the
tencher or lecturer, as the case may he.
If he is not the right man, he will do far
more harm than good. Hon. members
have perhaps heard the story of a lee-
Lurer who was addressing a company of
boys on kindness to animals. e dealt
not only with the positive side but teld
them of some very nanghty things whicl
they must avoid, how boys sometimes
chivvied bull frogs and then, when ihey
were distended, threw stones at them and
ended the play. But ke wenl on to say
that e must admit he himself had not al-
ways been a good hoy, hecanse he had
sometimes inseried erackers in the frogs
and exploded them. One boy was notieed
to nudge his companions and subsequently
the lecturer remarked to a member of the
committec that he would like to know
what that boy had said to his ecompanions.
The eommitteeman undertook {o find out
and when the boy was questioned he re-
plied—%0h, this is a new dedge; I will
steal father's flask of powder and we shall
try ik after sechool next Sunday.”
There is a great denl of the so-called in-
struction in virtue which accomplishes
just that. It suggests evil to minds other-
wige pure. TFor instruclion in sueh a
malter as this, T do not know that il
would be possible (o find one teacher in
10,060 fit to impart it. Sometimes super-
fteial people Lo-day say the old school hid
its head and left the children at the merey
of the first deceiver who came along.
There are {wo sides to that question.
There is a certain hloom of innoeence
which might he ruthlessly destroyed by
a coarse-minded would-be teacher, Coming
to the remedial crux of this question, is
the compulsion proposed in the Bill prae-
tieal and if praciical is it a sound remedy ?
I have already said that we submit to a
good deal of compnlsion and we submit
to it for the -good of the community, but
I am not ready to submit to compulsion
on this question as a first recourse. T
think that, in the constructive criticisin
we have heard recently, there is a far bet-

[COUNCIL.]

ter proposal which shounld be tried first.
I think wonders might be worked by preo-
viding confidential,
treatment where free lregtment is neces-
sary, Hon, members already know that
in Sydney (his plan has met with re-
markable success, and I think it stands
to reason that if equal confidence and
secrecy can be secured by going to a
skilled and ecapable doctor, sufferers will
not go to quacks. The (rst course should
be to enact all the safeguards agaiust
charlatan treatment and provide eapable
and confidential, and, where necessary,
free treatment for all sufferers. By so
doing wonders would be worked and in all
probability there would be nc need to
resort to compulsion. As far as the Bill
proposes compulsion I do not think that
it could be effectually earried oul. Assume
thnt there is a recalcilrant subject who has
been notified by anthority that she must
present herself for examination. I say
‘ishe.”” Tt is all very well to say this Bill
makes no dislinetion between the sexes.
1t does not in so many words, but the
working out of the Bjll will mean a vast
dislinclion helween the sexes. The man
will have the advanlage every time, and
hon, members have only to refleet for a
momeni to realise that this is so. Sup-
posing this reenleitrant person has been
ordered to present harself for examina-
tion and she says—*No, I will not go.”
8he has no money and no property, and
tle alternative penalty provided ecannot

efficient, and free

he inflicted upon her. What is going
to be done? Is she, by brute
force, to be compelled to submit to

this cxamination? Would this sort of
thing be ftoleraled if it once oecurred?
Never; the public conscience would be
oufraged; the whole measnre would
hreak down. One or two standing out
and fighting in this way would smash the
mesasure, The course I shall take is this.
T shall vole for the second reading of the
Bill in recognition that it is a gennine
attempt to deal with the queslion, and 1
venture to say very few legislators, at a
first drafiing of the measure, could have
improved npon it. Let us pass the
second reading of the Bill and in Com-
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mittee take out the compulsory clauses.
1 have heard it said that the conmpulsory
clauses are the Bill. At first sight that
appears to be so but surely there is
intelligence enough and a sufficient sense

of the danger to the community, to
warrant hon, members in saying—
“Flere is an honest attempt, we

shall try to make the best of it. Wae
shall leave compnlsion as something that
might some day have to be fallen back
on, but we hope not. At all events it
would not be right to use it as a first
recourse and we shall provide under the
Bill the best medical skill possible, con-
fidential, and where necessary absolutely
free for sufferers fromn the disease” I
think there is one siep further that the
Government might seriously consider.
There is no shutting our eyes to the
fact that many men who have gone out
on the highest of missions, fo fight for
their country, will come back loaded with
this disease, and a grave danger to the
community. Nor can oue disguise from
oneselt the fact that {rom outside Staies
similar cases may come. Now, cannot
something bhe done under the quarantine
laws with regard to such cases?

Hon. A. Sanderson: That is a Federal
matier,
Hen, A. ). I. Saw: Wiy guaraniine

the soldier and not the eivilian?

Hon. J. . CULLEN: T have included
the eivilian. I have already said that
similar enses may come from other places
to this State, and I meant cases of {his
disease. Surely if the Legislature is jus-
tified in legislating for the cure of the
disease here, it is justified in trying fo
stop the disease as it is coming in.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: That is compul-
#ion, 1s 1t not?

Hon. J. . CUGLLEN: TUnder the
quaraniine law the Slate has exercised
compulsion all the fime, but I have not
vet said that T proposed eompulsion in
these cases.

Hon. A. Sanderson:
TFederal Government.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN:
ber seems obsessed with
Government.

That is under the

The hon. mwem-
the Federal
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Hon. A. Sanderson: I am.

Flon, J. F. CULLEX: As a maiier
of faet, quarantine is a kind of semi-
Federal and semi-Siate iustiluiion.
Partly it is administered locally. Can-
not something be done at Perth, without
eompulsion, in intercepling the diseased
persons who are coming into the Siale?
Qf cowse I shall be answered that most
of them are our own people. Even so,
however, if they eame back wilth small-
pox we should deal with them. It is
worth the Govermmenil’s consideration
whether moral pressure and medical ad-
vice cannot meet (hese cases on their
Janding and ihereby, lo a great éxtent,
minimise the danger to the community.
En addilion to that, there is something
else that can be dove. HHow are these
diseases spread in a secondary way? Mr.
Palrick spoke of his travels and his ¢on-
inct with all sorts of rvisks, and of his
immunitv. The hon. member is (o be
congratnlated.  Neverthelegs, there are

grave dangers in travelling. There is
danger in railway sleeping cars. A clean

man may follow a dirty man. But I shall
be answered that the linen is washed. On
that point I may say that one finds the
linen so damp as to make one inclined to
think ibat it has been in the water, but
whether it has been slerilised by boiling
one does not know. Then there is
danger from lavatories, from towels,
from barbers’ shops. Has the Slate done
all it ean towards insisting on cleanliness
and on the sterilising of things that carry
secondary infection? T am nol saying
nothing can be done in a Bill of this sort,
but they ave things (hat the (fovernment
should wateh over. 1 intend to vote for
the second reading of the Bill, and I have
everv confidence that whatever improve-
ment can be suggested here will he wel-
eomed by the Government,

On motion by Hon. F. Connor debate
adjourned.

BILL — MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd Septem-
ber.
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Hon. R. D. McKENZIE (North-East)
[8.35]: On the last two or three oeca-
sions I think when we have had before
us a measure dealing with an amendment
of the Mines Regulation Act of 1906,
we had the advantage of the presence of
the Honorary Minister, Mr. Deodd, who
Ias a very mature experience of all
phases of goldfields life, and whose ad-
vice and assistance on a measure such as
this was of very great importance to the
House. I am sure we are all extremely
sorry at the occasion whieh necessitaled
Mr., Dodd’s taking a journey to the old
world jn search of renmewed health. We
are, however, delighted to know that the
sea voyage and the freatment which Mr.
Dodd has been able fo receive in London
have ensured that at no distant date he
will return to us in a far better state of
bealth than when he left here, We hope
o see him bere, if not before the close of
this session, af all events during next ses-
gion. The Bill which we are considering
to-day affects one of our chief primary
industries—an industry whick has pro-
duced wealth to the extent of 120 millions
sterling during a few years comparatively,
which has paid something Jike 25 millions
sterling in dividends to the fortunate
shareholders in various mining companies,
which employs directly something like
13,000 wen, and distributes in wages an-
nually something over three millions, and
which, in addition, expends approxi-
mately three millions annually in stores
and firewood. Such an industry may well
be termed one of our chief primary in-
dustries. Certainly it is an indusiry
which members of this House will eon-
sider well worth fostering, It has done a
great deal for Western Australia, and I
am sure that for many years to come it
will eontinue to assist towards the pros-
perity of this great State. On the other
side of the picture in connection with
mining, we have the very hazardous na-
ture of the ealling. We know that too
frequently there are accidents in mines,
and that these acecidents too often.have
a talal termination. They leave in their
track the widow and ihe orphan. We
know also that there are serious accidents
whereby men working in the industry

[COUNCIL.}

are maimed for life. These accidents per-
haps are few, as compared with the num-
ber of accidenis that take place in the
ordinary life of the goldfields, but never-
theless they go to show that the industry
is of a Lazardows nature, far more haz-
ardous than any other industry of which
we know in Western Ausiralia. In view
of the very great danger to those who
work in the mining industry, it is neces-
sary that there should be stringent re-
gulations for the conduet not only of the
men working underground, but also of
wanagers and all who exercise authority
in the conduct of mining. The passing
of the present Mines Regulation Act in
1906 was the subject of highly eulogistic
remarks in varions parfs of the world.
That Aet was considered at the time to
be a very well balanced Aet indeed, and
the Minister for Mines of that day,
i ibink, felt very proud of the measnre.
3till, no malter how good the Aet may
have been in those days, we cannot get
away from the fact that as we progress
so does the mining industry progress.
Very different methods are now used in
mining, and consequently it is necessary
that from time to time even a well bal-
anced Act like that of 1906 should be
amended. If hon. members have perused
the report of the Mines Department for
the year 1914, they will have been pleased
to note from that portion of the diagrams
whieh shows the number of acecidents in
five different elasses, that fatal accidents
liave been somewhat on the decrease.
FFatal accidents reached their highest
point in 1899, 1900, and 1901. During
those years fatal accidents numbered
eomething like 45 per annum. During
1913 and 1914, fatal accidents dropped,
[ am very thankful to say, to about 25 or
26. The number for 1914 was slightly
lower than that for 1913, All this goes
to prove that the Act and the regulations
under which the industry has been work-
ing bave, to a great extent, minimised
the number of accidents. Only a few
days ago the Minister for Mines, speak-
ing on the goldfields, said—
He did not think the accidents were
very mueh above those ocenrring else-
where in proportion to the men em-
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ployed. The number of serious acei-

dents had increased, but the fatal acci-

dents had, fortunately, decreased. For

the nine months of lhe present year

the falal aceidents numbered 21, which

was about the average of last year.
To show that the inspection of mines
ander the present Act has been of a very
close nature and has been productive of
very much good, I would like to read an
extract from a report by Mr. Greenard,
inspector of mines on the East Coolgardie
goldfield. Mr. Greenard is a man who
lias been employed by the Government as
an mspector of mines for a great number
of years, and he bas the respect of Loth
the mine managers and the workers in
the mines. He is looked upon as one of
our best mining inspectors. In the eourse
of a report dated 7th April, 1915, Mr.
Greenard writes—

A systemalic inspection of the mines
in the [East Coolgardie] goldfield has
heen econtinuously carried on. Ihe
ventilation of all the mines has re-
ceived constant attention. The temper-
atures of all working places are regu-
larly taken, and where any tempera-
tures are found above those allowed by
the Act, work is immediately stopped
until connections are made or other
means taken to reduce the temperature
to that approved by law.  Dust.—
Water stations have been fixed on all
levels, and the levels are now equipped
with water trneks for spraying pur-
poses; so all levels are regularly
sprayed, and all ore broken is damped,
both in stope and development work.
This means complete sappression of
dust from those heads. The suppres-
sion of dust from hack holes is not so
satisfactory, but with the bag dust-
collectors and sprays in use, we are in
hopes of redneing the dust completely.
Anyhow. a great effort is being made
tn eatch the manager and miner making
dust. when a recommendation will be
made immediately for prosecution. I
am very pleased to inform you that our
offorts to suppress dust have been sne-
vessful; 95 per cent. of the dust has
hen suppressed. It only remains fo
continne the pressure for the complete
suppression of dust.  Safety cages,
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hooks, and gates are in use in the
mines, and are regularly tested and
passed, Explosives are stored in the
mines according to the Mines Regula-
tion Aect, but we are endeavouring to
reduce the quantities stored to a mini-
mum, We are also carefnlly seeing
that the mines are equipped with ne-
cessary eanisters and requirements to
carry explosives to and fro for firing
purposes.  Stopes.—The filling of
slopes and the securing of the backs
has had continuous supervision. This
is an extremely difficult matter to deal
wilh, as a certain amount must be left
fo the individual miner as to what is
safe, and even then it is possible for
the most experienced mminer to mistake
the condition of the back, but the de.
partment can rest assured that we are
keeping a constant pressure on the
underground managers, shift bosses,
and miners to keep the hacks as safe
as possibie,

filled stopes.”

e are iuaiaiiug, uil well-

I think that all goes to prove that the
inspeetion part of the mining industry
is being faithfully and well carried out.
Coming to the Bill, the Minister said that
the one ohject would be to ensure the
provision of workmen-inspectors and
special inspeciors. There seems to be
a feeling amongst those working in the
mines that the inspection carried on by
what are known as distriet inspectors is
notl sufficient. There is an agitation on
the part of workers in the mines to
have what they eall wsrkmen-inspectors.
They believe that if workmen inspectors
are appointed the number of fatal acei-
dents will decrense, and also that there
will be an improvement in the inspection
of mines. T think that every member in
this Chamber will agree that if it is pos-
cible to save even only one man’s life
in a year by the appointment of work-
men-inspectors that such appeintment
would he justified. For that reason, on
the assumption that the appoiniment
of workmen-inspectors is going to have
that effect. I am willing to vote for the
seeond reading of this measure, with cer-
tain reservations. Tn Comnniitee it 35 my
intention to move certain amendments.
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Clause 6 of the Bill provides for
special inspectors, who shall be ap-

pointed v make special inspections and
shall be required to have a knowledge of
mining. . Members will agree that is quite
right, that there is nothing to cavil at
in any shape or form, Then there is the
distriet  inspector whom we already
know. The distriet inspector is ap-
pointed under the Public Service Act,
and must pass an examination; he has
to be recommended for employment by a
board consisting of the Staie Mining
Engineer, a member appointed by the
Cllamber of Mines, and a member ap-
pointed by the trades unions on {he gold-
fields. DRefure he can be appointed as
district inspector he must pass the neces-
sary examination, after which they will
recommend him to the Public Service
Commissioner for appointmeni. Now,
the workmen-inspector is to be elected
by the duly rvegistered unions of mine
workers on the goldfields. e is to have
identienl powers with the distriet inspec-
tor. He has power to make examinations
and inquiry to aseertain whether the pro-
visions of this Aet affecting any mine
are complied with, -to enter, inspect and
examine any mine and every part thereof
at all times by day and night with such
assistanee gs he may deem necessary,
bt so s not unnceessarily to impede or
obstruet the working of the mine: to ex-
amine info and make inquiry respecting
the stale and eondition of any mine or
anv part thereof., and all matters
or things conneeted with or related to the
safel¥ or well-being of the persons or
animals employed therein or in any mine
confignouns thereto; and for the purpose
of suech examination or inguiry the in-
speetor may require the attendance of
any mine official or employee, and such
official or employee shall attend aeeord-
ingly. He can initiate and conduct
prosecilions against persans offending
against the provisions of this Aet; ob-
tain writlen statemenfs from witnesses,
appear at inquiries held respeeting min-
ing aceidentr and inguests, eall and ex-
amine or eross-examihe witnesses; and
generally exercise any other powers as

[COUNCIL.]

are in his diseretion necessary for carry-
ing the Act inlo effect. Although he bas
those powers identical with the powers of
the district inspecior, yet he does not
come under the disqualtfication attach-
ing to the position of district inspeetor—

No person shall be qualified to be
a dighriet inspector who at the same
time actually praetices, either alone or
in partnership with any pevson, as a
land agent, mining engineer, mining
manager, viewer, agent, or valuer of
mines, or acts as an arbitrator in any
differences or disputes arising be-
tween owners, agents, or managers of
mines, or is otherwise employed in o
is the owner or part owner of ov iu-
levested as a sharcholder in any mine
within the State.

Therefore we have the position that al-
though a distriet inspector has to pass
a speeial examination and. to be ap-
pointed under the Public Serviee Act,
the workmen-inspeetor is elected directly
by the workmen on the mines. e has
identical powers with the distriet inspec-
tor, and vet he does not eome under that
clause which provides the disqualifiea-
tion of a distriet inspector. By anyone
reading the Bill it will be seen thal an
inspector of mines has great powers. 1
acree that those powers have been exer-
cised effteienily and in a proper mannet
in the past. Nevertheless an inspector
of mines has an oppertunity to harass
the mine manager, and he can do so to
snech an extent as will have a serions
effect on the mining industry. In these
days of high prices, seareity of material
and stores, and when ihe grade of the
ore is lower than it used to he—very
often on & mine it is a question whether
the month will result I a profit or a
loss—any ohsiruetion thrown in the way
of working that mine by an inspector
might have a serious effect on it. My
confention 1s that the workmen-inspec-
tors shonld not have the same power as
distriet inspectors. The Minister no
doubt will tell us that under Claunse 9
the workmen-inspector in nnder the
authority and control of the distriet in-
spector. But if vou go on and read
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Clause 10, you will find that it makes
Clause O inoperaiive hecause it gives the
workmen-inspectors equal power with the
district inspector. JIn Commitlee T pro-
pose to move cerlain amendmenis. On
Clause G, Subsection {¢), T propese to
move at the end of the elanse to add the
words “Up lo within 12 months of his
appointment.” The Bill as it reads now
provides that no one eleeted by ilie regis-
tered mine workers shall be eligible for
appointment as s workmen-inspector un-
less he bas been engaged in general prae
tical underground mining work as a
working miner for at least five years.
He may have been working as a miner
for five years 20 years ago, but the con-
ditions of mining alter so much in ten
vears {hat he might not be of very great
service. If the amendment I have out-
lined be agreed to and we put in the words,
“within 12 months of his appointment,”
any man. before appointment. must
have haen gm'rﬂ_n:\?,rer_'l_ in minoe foar at
least five vears up to within twelve
months of his appointment. T think
that is a reasonable amendment to nsk
for, and T am ecertain the leader of the
House will agree to it. "The next amend-
ment T have to move will he in connec-
tion with Clause 10. TIn that reeard I
intend to ask the Honse, first of all, to
strike out the whole of the clanse. Clauze
10 starts hy saying that an inspector
shall have power to do all or anv of the
following things, which T have just out-
lined. T want to differentiate hetween
the distriet inspector and the workmen
inspector; and to that end, if the elanse
is strnck out, T shall move to insert in
lien thereof the following:—

A special inspector or a workmen’s
inspector shall have power to do all or
any of the following things, namely :—
To enter, inspeet, and examine anv
mine and everv part thereof at all
times hv dav and night with such as-
sistance as he may deem necessarv,
but so as not to wnnecessarily impede
or obstruct the working of the mine.
To examine into and make ingniry re-
specting the state and condition of anv
mine or any part thereof and of all
matters or things connected with or re-
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laling to the safety or well-being ot
the persons or animals employed there-
in or in any mine eontiguous thereto,
and for the purpese of snch examina-
ilon or iuquiry the speeial or work-
wen’s inspeetor may require the attend-
ance of any mine official or employee
who shall attend aceordingly. When the
distriet inspector is nof available, but
not otherwise, to obtain writlen state-
ments from witnesses and fo appear at
inquiries held respeeting mining aeci-
denis and at inquests, and to call and
examine witnesses and to  cross-
cxamine witnesses, A distriet inspec-
tor, in addition to the power conferred
on speeial and workmen’s inspectors,
shall hkave the power to make an ex-
amination and inquiry to ascertain
whether the provisions of this Aect
affecting any mine ave complied with;
to initiate and conduct prosecutions
against persons offending ngainst the
provisionsg of this Aet, and bn exercise
generally sueh other powers as are in

his diserefion necessary for ecarrying
dhis Aet into effect.
1t this proposed clause be inserted

in lien of the present one, the powers
of district inspectors and the powers
of workmen-inspectors will he defined.
A workmen-inspector will not have
identieal powers with a district inspeetor:
he will have certain laid-down powers
and Ihose powers will be all that will he
requiret by a workmen-inspector, I
think every member of the Chamber has
heen cirenlarised hy the Chamher of
Mines and also by the Federated Miners’
Asgociation, The Federated Miners’ As-
socialion partieularly make a point of the
fact that they desire to have workmen-
inspectors. They also make a point that
it is desirable workmen's inspectors
shon!d not be dependent on mine .cwners
but should have a free hand to make
their inspections, in order to emsure the
safety of miners working underground.
Under the amendments which T shall pro-
pnse, I think the workmen’s insnectors
will have all that power. The only thing
I am asking is that they should not have
powers identical with those of the distriet
inspectors.  The djstrict inspector is a
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highly qualified man who has passed an
examination and he administers his
department on the varions goldfields,
and he is, beyond question, the man who
should have the power to initiate any
necessary prosecutions. If the work-
men’s inspeetor, in the ovdinary course
of his business, finds that the regulations
are not being carried out, he will report
to the district inspector who will report
to the State Mining Engineer, and in-
structions will be given whether procecn-
tions are to fake place or not. T trust
the measure will pass its second reading.
I am sure we all wish in the present crisis
through- which we are passing that we
shall have not only industrial peace hnt
that the industry which is producine surh
an essential commodity for the carrying
ot of the war will prosper and fhat we
shall be able to put on the statute-hook
a measore which will be acceptable to the
workers, and which will ensure that the
industry will eontinue to flourish. T have
pleasure in supporting the second read.
ing.

Hon, J. CORNELL (Sonthy [9.27: To
a certain extent the hon. Mr, MrRenzie
has daken some of the wind oul of mv
sails. T anticipafed some opposition to
the Rill but, judging by his remarks. he
is prepared to compromise teo a certain
extent. The Bill, if agreed to. would not
to a great extent remove the chief causes
which affect the health of the miners. The
abolition of eontracting and of the night
shift nndereround would. T helieve. do
mueh in this direction. However, those
two points do not come under considera-
tion in connection with this Bill. hnt as
one who has had lonx connection with the
“industry T give that as mv opinion. The
measure will no douht, fo some exfent.
tend to minimise the number of accident=
which now ocenr in mines. Mr, McKenzie
dealt very lightly with the aceidents
which have occarred, but it might he
well. at the risk of wearvine hon. mem-
hers, to make ont a case for the Rill.
as it micht he lost. According to nage
56 of the renort of the Department of
Mines for 1014, in 1910 there were 17.711
men emploved in the industry.  There
were 20 fatal aceidents which worked out
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at 1.64 “per thonsand of the men em-
ployed. In the following year there were
16,596 men emploved, 37 fatal aceidents,
or a proportion of 2.23 per thousand. In
1912, 14,961 men were employed and
there were 35 fatal aceidents, equal to
2.34 per thonsand. In 1913, there were
14,782 men cwmployed and there was =»
decrease in the number of fatal aceidents
to 26, equal to 1.76 per thousand; and in
the last year of which we have any record
there were 13.174 men emploved in the
industry but still there were 26 fafal ac-
cidenls, whieh worked out af 1.97 per
thowsand of the men emploved. There-
fore. the percentage of fatal aceidents in
the industry during the last venr of whieh
we have record was greater than in the
preceding vear. The reason why there
have heen fewer fatnl aceidents in the
industry during the last two years quoted
is attrihutahle to the enercetie adminis-
tration in the way of inspection insisted
upon hy the present Minister for Mines.
Out of 26 fatal accidents 20 were mem-
bers of the Federated Mipers’ Associa-
tion and T nresume that the halance were
members of the Mnrchison Viners' Assn-
ciation. That is to say every man who
was killed in 1914 was a memher of a
miners' union.

Hon. .J. F. Cullen:
killed nndergronnd?

Hon. J. CORNETI:: They were killed
in mines and the greater .nercentace
through aceidents wndergromnd. T have
gone to eonsiderable tronble to candense
the fignres, and if hon. members will turn
nn page A6 of the Mines report for 1914,
fhevy will find the partiealars fahnlated.
Tt mav be interesting to nuote the figures
suppliel bv the Westralian Goldfields
Federated Miners’ Association. These show
an averare memhership of approximatelv
3700 and from the 1st Mav. 1914. to the
30th April. 1915, they lost by death 75
members. the averaze nce heing 44 vears.
Durine that peried 19 of the deaths were
regorded as fatal aceidents whilst en-
eaced in mining.  This peried. of ennrse,
does not eorrespond with the perind dealt
with in the Mines renort. Of this total.
the Kalzoortie and Boulder union. with
an approximate membership of 2,000,

Were all those



[29 SerrEMeER, 1915.]

contributed 51 vietims, 11 being fatal
aceideniz; and the remaining 14 hranches
consisting of 1,700 membhers coniributed

14 vietims, eight of them being fatal ae-’

cidents.  The greater proporlion ot
deaths through natural causes were at-
iribulahle to diseases peenliar to the min-
ing indusiry. T have a tabulated list of
the 73 deaths and I think Dr. Saw wonld
agree that the majority were due to disease
peculiar to the industry., Death is sad at
all times and more fatal acaidents oceur
in the mining industry, which has been
ilie hackboue of this State. than in any
oilier industry, and it should therefore be
our aim to endeavonr to minimise these
aevidents. Tn ihe same report serions
aceidents are dealt with.  TWhen tihe
leadder of the [Tonse was moving the see-
ond reading of the Bill some hon. mem-
bers interjected “What is a serious acei-
dent?  Those who interjeeted were old
members of ithis ITouse and shonld have
tnown that the definition of a serious
aceident has been embodied in an Aet of
Parlinment. Tn Subsection 3 of Seetion
26 of the Mines Rerulalion Aect serious
aceident is defined as follows:—

For the pwrposes of (his section
serious aceident shall bhe such as re-
sulls in the injured person being dis-
abled from following his ordinary
oveupation and earning his usual rale
of remuneration for a period of two
weeks or more.

Thal definition was passed hy Darlia-
ment as long ago as nine years, so hon.
meambers shonld not gaibble about whal
constituies a  serious aceident,  The
serious arcidents in 1913 and 1914 are
also set oul. The tolal number of men
emploved in the industry in 1913 was
14,782, and in 1914, 13174, Therefore,
there were 1,608 fewer men emploved in
1714, The number of serious aceldenis
in 1913 was 741, and in 1914 220 on the
surface and Gl1 underground, a total of
B3, The figures thus show that with
1602 fewer men emploved in 1914 than
in 1913 (here were 90 more serious acei-
denis. Serious injuries were recorded at
13 different cenives, namely at East
Coolgardie, Mt. DMargaret, Murchison,
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East Murehison, Coolgardie, Yilgarn,
North  Coolgardie, N.E. Coolgardie,

Dundas, Pilbara, Phillips River, Collie,
and at the guarries at Parkerville. Qut
of the lotal number of cases of serious
injury 1he East Coolgardie field, which
comprises praclically only the Boulder
mines, recorded no  less than 527 as
azainst 304 from all olher centres. 1
submit that the proportion of serjous ae-
cidenls slands in no way in its proper
ratio to the number of men employed in
the mining industry, and the proportion
of serious accidenls is greater on the
Golden Mile than in any other portion of
the State. Tt is on the Golden Mile that
the benefit of these inspeclors will be
realised most, and that they will work
full time. Now, hon, members have re-
ceived a cirenlar from the Chamber of
Mines. I wish to preface my remarks on
that ecircular by saying that from my
fong cxperience of the mine managers of
the Golden Mile and of members of
the Chamber of Blines L am noi insiined
to think that the opinions expressed in
this cireular are 1he honest opinions of
many of the members of the Chamber of
Mines. T have always found them a fair
buidy of employers to deal with, as fair
a hody as is to be found in Australia. 1
do not think the terms of this cirenlar
truly express their opinions. Certain re-
marks in the eircular cast a slur wupon
myself and also other memhers, The
circular states—

The necessity for addressing by let-
ler every member of Parliament with
regard to this Bill arises from the fael
that the mine owners of the Stale, and
it may be said the mining industry,
have no direct representative in either
the Legislalive Assembly or the Legis-
lative Couneil.

From the utierances which I have heard,
and with which I do not altogether agree,
T consider that an injustice is done to
the Hon. R. D. McKenzie. It has been
gaid by thoze who support me that Mr.
R. D. MeKenzie represenis the Chamber
of Mines. I do not say that the hon.
member represents that body altogether,
but I do say that he represents that in-
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terest. The Chamber of Mines, in my
opinion, have been rather hard on the
hon. member, and, to use the phrase ofien
quoted by My, Colebaleh, I fear postic
justice has been done to Mr. R. D.
McKenzie. 1 will guote another pas-
sage from ibe circular—
The woldBelds members do mnot re-
present the industry as a whole, hul
only the employees, and, in faet, not
even all the employees, but only those
helonging to Labour unions.
That remark, I consider, could have been
omitted from the cirecular, and the omis-
sion wonld have been much more to the
credif of the Chamber of Mines thau
the inclusion is. I take the stand that I
am returned to this House to represent

men and . women first, and property
afterwards. To the best of my lights I

have endeavonved at all times to do jus-
tice not only to those who have elected
me, but also te those who have voted
against me; and I hope to continue that
policy.  The same remarks, I think,
fairly represent the attitude of my col-
leagues who wear the same colours at
election  time. The circular of the
Chamber of Mines was issued with the
objeet, I take it, of prejudicing members
to a eertain extent against the proposal
for check inspectors. On that subject
the circular states—
At Broken Hill, where the conditions
of mining are more nearly analagous
to those obtaining in Western Austra-
lia than on any other field, workmen’s
inspectors have for years past been
appointed under the following clause.
and have carried out their dufies to
the satiszfaction of all coneerned.
In view of the attitude adopted hy the
"Hon. R, D. MeKenzie I do not wish to
weary hon. members by quoting the see-
tion of the New South Wales Act. More-
over, the section is already hefore hon.
members in the Chamber of Mines cir-
cular. If hon. members will take the
trouhle to read that section, or if they
have already perused it, I will ask them
further to read it in conjunction with
Seetion 16 of the Mines Regulation Act
of this State. When they read the two
together they will find that the differ-
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ences between the iwo sections is that
which exists between tweedledum and
tweedledee, Our Act contains the same
but expresesd in Jifferent
langunge [Lrom that adopted by the
New South Wales measure. The Cham-
her of stales that the see-
tion s given satisfaction in Broken
Elle @ elaim that is not so. Beth
the sections 1 bave referred to deal
with one mine only, and both pro-
vide that if any mine workers em-
ployed in a mine choose two or more
of their members and so forth. That is
the part of the law which is disregarded
at Broken Hill. What has actually hap-
pened is that the workers in the unions
as a whole have voted as a whole for the
appointment ol two check inspectors.

oW eLs,

Mines

That is a direct contravention of
the statute, but it has been winked
at by the Broken Hill mining an-

tharities. Therefore it would be
useless to insert a similay provision in
our Act. In fact, we have the provision
ihere already; but it has never been
wtilised heeanse the miners recognised
that it would he useless. Now we want
to find oui whether the system of in-
spection ai Broken Hill is as satisfactory
as ouir Chamber of Mines would have us
believe. We also want to find out how
the accident rates at Broken Hill com-
pare wilh these on our mines. It isonly
hy drawing such comparisons that we
can arrive at just conclusions. T have
taken the trouhle to obtain the report of
the New South Wales Royal Commission
on the mining industry at Broken 1Till,
whieh report the New Soulh Wales Parlia-
ment orvdered to he printed last Novem-
ber. T am prepared to lend the repot,
which is very interesting as well as very
veluminons, to anv member of this Housa
either Auring the debate cr after it. The
report inclndes a return eowmparing ac-
cidents in Broken Hill mines with those
in Western Anstralian mines, alluvial
mines being excluded, from 1308 to 2912
inclusive. In the year 1903, 3,42¢ men
were employed on the surfie: of the
Broken Hill mines, and there were four
fatal aeccidents on the surface, which
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works out at 117 per thousand. In the
same year 3,461 men were employed un-
derground at Broken Hill, and there were
13 fatal accidents underground, work-
ing out at 3179 per thousand. In
1908 there were 6,727 men employed
on the surface of YWestern Aus-
iralian  mines, and the number of
fatal accidents was 11, equivalent to
1.63 per thousand. Thi men employed
underground in this State dwing that
year numbered 8403, and ihe mumber
of fatal accidents was 20, or 5.43 per
thousand, In 1909 3,584 men were em-
ployed on the surface in Broken Ilill,
and the number of fatal aceidents was
7, equal to 1.17 per thousand. The num-
ber employed underground at Broken
" Hill was 2,663, and the number of fatnl
accidents was 3, equal to 1.13 per thous-
and. During the same year 6,973 men
were employed on the surface of West-
ern Australian mines and there were 4
accidents on the surface, egual to .0¢
per thousand. In the same year 9,034
men were employed underground in
this State, and the number of fatal ac-
cidents was 2Y, equal to 3.21 per thous-
and, The number working underground at
Broken Hill for the same vear was 3,207
on the surface at Broken Hill, and there
were 4 fatal aeeidents, or 1.09 per thous-
and. The number working underground
at Broken Hill for the year was 3,207
with 12 fatal accidents, equal to 3.74 per
thousand. In Western Australian mines
during 1910 6,736 men were employed
on the surface with 7 fatal aecidents,
cqual to 1.04 per thousand; while 8,753
men were employed underground and
there were among them 20 fatal acci-
dents, equal o 229 per thousand. In
1911, 4,184 men were employed on the
surface at Broken Hill and there were 4
fatal aceidenfs on the surface, equal to
.96 per thousand; while 3,620 men were
employed underground with 16 faial ae-
eidents, equal to 4.42 per thousand. In
Western Australian mines for 1911 there
were 6,532 surface workers and the num-
ber of fatal accidents was 7, equal to
1.07 per thousand; while 8,262 were em-
ployed underground with 29 fatal acei-
dents, equal to. 3.51 per thousand. In
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1912, 4,010 men were employed on the
surface at Broken Hill and there were 3
fatal accidents, egnal to .77 per thous-
and; while 4,161 men were employed
underground with 14 fatal accidents,
equal to 3.36 per thousand. For the
same year, 1912, on Western Aus-
tralinn  mines 5,840 men were em-
ployed on the surface and there
were 2 fatal accidents, equal to .34 per
thousand; while 7,364 men were working
underground and there were 32 fatal ac-
cidents, equal to 4.35 per thousand, The
average for the above five years works
out in the case of Broken Hill at 1.14
per thousand for the surface and at 3.45
ner thousand for underground. The aver-
age for the same period of five years in
Western Auslralia works out at .94 per
thousand for the surface and at 3.33 per
thousand for underground., In spite of
these figures it is elaimed that the present
svsiem at Broken Hill is working satis-
taclorily to alt eoncerned. The perceniage
of accidents at Broken Hill, both ou the
surface and underground, is higher than
in Western Australian mines. The in-
ference from the cirenlar of the Chamber
of Mines, however, is that the Broken
FGll winers are quite content with the
present system of inspection. I will take
the last year of the return I have quoted.
At Broken Hill 9,171 men were employed,
and two Government inspectors and two
check inspectors were engaged in safe-
guarding these men. It averages 2,292
men for each inspector. The same report
shows that during 1912, 13,204 men were
employed in Western Australian mines.
Fight Government inspectors had these
men under their eare, which gives an
average of 1,650 men for each inspector.
Therefore, when we take into consider-
ation the number of men the Broken Hill
inspectors had to cope with as against
the number of men after whom an in-
spector had to look in Western Austra-
lia, it is clear that the inspeetion is bad
in Broken Hill and that the men therc
cannot be satisfied with the present sys-
tem, The mine-workers lere also are not
satisfied with the present system in West-
ern Australia. The mine-workers of
Broken Hill and of Western Australia
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are at one, and are after the same thing,
namely, the appointment of eheck inspec-
tors. The question which the House has
to ask isclf, in view of the comparison
I have submitted, is whether the Broken
LIill miners are satisfied with the present
system. The Chamber of Mines circular
says lhey are. I say they are not. A
further question for the House to answer
is whether the miners of Western Aus-
tralia are satisfied with the present sys-
teni bere. If they were, this Bill would
oot have been introduced. On the gues-
tion now confronting hon. members the
House is in & position which it never oc-
cupied before, namely, that of laving
available the report of the Royal Comn-
mission that dealt with the appointment
of check ivspectors. That Royal Com-
mission consisted of the now Agent Gen-
eral for New South Wales (Mr. R. R,
Wise} as chairman, and Mr. Weir anid
My, Kerr, rvepresentatives of the miners
and mine-owners. The Commission de-
livered a report to the New South Wales
Parliament. The recommendation made
by the two Commissioners, Mr. Wise and
Mr., Kerr, was this: that four workmen’s
inspectors be appointed by lhe Amalga-
mated Miners’ Association and paid by
the Government.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: Was it given
effect to?

Hon. J. CORNELL: It may be of in-
terest to quole one or two extraets frowm
ihe chairman’s speech. He opened by
saying—

Your Commissiener, the chairman, does
not think that additional inspectors are
required merely to wateh over the safety
of the mine workings. Tn his opinion,
the safety of the men is gunarded al-
ready very carefully by the manage-
ment of the mines, bolh as a matter of
humanity and of husiness; and it is
plain from Mr. Deed’s reports that he
has found nothing of any importanee
to he lacking in the precautions which
are taken against acecident. It does not
follow, however, that these inspeectors
are of no use. Miners, who risk their
lives in working underground, are en-
titled to feel assured that every possi-
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ble precantion is being taken for their
safety; and it is to no purpose to tell
them that they ought to be saiisfied
with the precautions taken by the man-
agement. The answer is, that they are
not satisfled.

He goes on further—

‘The real difieulty is not as to the num-
ber of inspectors, but as to their duties.
'I'he mine managers contend that these
should be limjted to the duties pres-
eribeldl by the statute; and that the
inspeciors should repori only on mat-
ters which affect lhe safety of the works.
The union, on the other hand, contend
that workmen’s inspectors should Lave
a wider rvange of duties, and, in MMr.
Barnett’s words, *he appointed to look -
after the welfare of the men.”
\With that 1 agree. 1 say that report cor-
rectly sets out my opinion and the opin-
ions held by Llhe miners, No one would
infer for a moment that Mr. Wise
viewed the guestion in a partisan light.
There i3 no need for me to weary hon.
members with an opinion given by one of
onr own ex-inspectors, Mr. James Hud-
son, who is now head of the Mines De-
partment in Tasmania, and a ecapable
man and a good fellow into the bargain.
In giving evidence before the Royal Com-
mission on the Ventilation and Sanitation
of Mines in 1505 he said in effect that the
inspeetors should be appointed by the
workers Lhemsclves, that they shonld be
paid by the Government, that information
15 now hard to obtain from the miner,
{that check inspectors would get mueh more
useful informalion than could Govern-
ment inspectors, and that their appoint-
ment would lend to improve the working
conditions of the mining industry. That
is the essence of WMr. Hudson’s ob-
servations hefore the Royal Com-
mission. One aspect of the Bill
must appeal to all hon. members,
namely, that it i3 not going to ecost the
mining industry one penny. It will not
cost those whom T might eall the bucean-
eers of the industry anything at all. The
faxpaver is going to pay it. Nothing is
to eome out of the pockets of the mining
investors or of the sharebolders. or at least
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as mwuch will be paid by the miners as
will be paid by the owners. The only
afded cost which may be brought about
by the work of these inspectors will be by
way of taking better precautions against
mining accidents. That, I think, is a
highly laudable ohject and will be ap-
plavded by all. It may be interesting to
state that in the mining industry last year
the costs were lower than in the pre-
vious vear, or at any time in the history
of the indusiry. As usual, no eredit is
given to the workers in the industry.
When economy is effected in an industry
s0 gipantic as our gold mining industry,
there is no question as to who is the
greatest participator in it. In the TFest
Australian of the 2nd Tuly, 1915. hon.
members will find these remarks dealing
with the annnal report of the Great
Boulder by the chairman Mr. Doolelte—

The cost per fon of treatmeat, in-
viwming development, in 1012 was 97a,
4d. and in 1914 26s. 5d. Tt is safis-
factofy to note that the betierment
arises principally from the decrease in
mine expendifnre, which the wanager
was able to aceomplish, no doubt, under
great difficulties. to the extent of

£9,400.

T have read the report right throngh in
the hope of finding something in favour
of the men employed, but there is noth-
ing.  Tn the TWest slustralian of 2 day
later appears an abbreviated report of
the annual meeting of the Golden Horse-
shoe, the mine which treals the greatest
amount of ore and which, despite a slicht
sethack, will eventvallv. T think, develop
into the richest mine in Western Ans-
tralia. The report stated—

The tonnage treated during 1914 gave
an average of 23.708 tons per month
of an average srade of 27s. 4d. So far
the tonnage this vear averaged 20472
per monily, and the grade was improved
to 35s. Gd. per ton. The decrease in
tennage was prineipally due fo an
aceident to the tailing wheel, owing to
which the new 20-lhead stamp battery
was shut down. Costs daring last year
were the lowest on reeord, having been
reduced by 104. per ton in treatment.
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There are two statements which, to my
mind, conclusively prove that in regard
to bringing about economy in the mining
industry, the miner has played his part.
The miner always plays his part, doing
his work in the mines of Western Austra-
lia, and he has no equal in any other min-
ing camp in the world, Let us get back
to the Chamber of Mines circular, and in-
cidentally to some objections raised by
Mr. McKenzie. Apparently Mr. Me-
Kenzie’'s assumption, in moving his
amendment, is that these inspectors
would abuse their powers. The Chamber
of Mines’ eireular says—

Workmen’s inspectors appointed hy
the unions, and having all the powers
of distriet inspectors, are in a position
to use a weapon of great sirength
against the mine owners,

What weapon ean they use¥ Their
dutiecs are preseribed, as the duties of
any inspector of mines are preseribed, by
statute, and like any olirer civil sevvant,
if they abuse those duties they will be
dealt with by the Minister and dismissed.
Although the workers will elect these men,
immeiliately they are elected they come
under the Minister and their duties are
preseribed. ,

Ion. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: What
would happen to the Minister if he dis-
missed them ¢

Hon. J. CORNELL: No one will say
that the Mimister for Mines is a man of
putty or of plasticene, He is a strong
man and is not led by the nose by his
own followers. At all events is it logical
to assume that these inspectors would be
allowed to do things outside the Act,
which a Gtovernment inspector would not
be allowed to do? Mr. McKenzie by his
proposed amendments desires {o eireum-
seribe the duties of these inspectors. I
sav. if they are to be appointed and if
they are to be of any ufility, they must
have cerlnin powers to take action. If
they =ee a breach of the mining laws,

" they should not be expected to run lo

another fellow and telt him. They should
he able to initiate a prosecution. With-
out this they must be mere barnacles on
the Government inspectors. The report
of the Commission fo the New South
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Wales Government on this very question
in defining the duties of inspectors in-
clnded—

Those referring to Section 67 of the
Arbitration Act of 1912.

They said check inspectors should be thus
empowered. This Bill does not go that
far, although I held it should. Again—
Enforcement of the observance of
the rutes of the mines.
That is explicit and I say nothing less
will suffice. It continues—

and generally fo look after the welfare

of the miners.
How ean they look after the welfare of
the miners if they have no power to take
up the endgel on behalf of the miners in
the fribunals of law? I hope the House
will not water down the proposal. If
it becomes law it will be found to be in
all respects beneficial, and hon, members
will wonder why they did not agree fo it
long ago. I ask hon. memhers not to
water (hat down. The question is essen-
tially one for the Committee stage. One
other remark, and T have done with®the
Chamber of Mines’ eireular. T wish to
point out that, as usnal when people set
out to draft things of this nature, the
sting has been put where one finds it in
venomous insects, namely i the tail
The ecireular savs—

It is well known that most workers’
utlions are governed, not by the ma-
jority of sober-minded, level-headed
workmen, but by the aggressive min-
orities.

As a unionist, as one who has met the
Chamber of Mines on numerous ocea-
sions, as one who has always taken the
part of the Chamber of Mines when
auestions of vietimising, either politically
or in matf{ers of employment, have come
ap, 1 regret the inciusion of that passage
in the eireular, T have always done jus-
tice to the Chamber of Mines. If the
members of that body bad been given to
victimisation, it is certain that I would
never have worked for years in the
Boulder mine and during that time fre-
quently dehated T.abhour gnestions with
Mr. Hamilton. The passage I have
quoted, however, is incorrect, and it
should not have emanated from the

[COUNCIL.]

Chamber of Mines. More than 85 per

cent. of the miners employed in the
Western Australian mining industry
belong to miners’ unions. No union mem-
ber is deharred from attending union
meetings. Any member can eome lo a
meeting and take his part in the proceed-
ings and decide on the palicy of the
union, If he does not come along and
the men who do ¢ome mould and frame
the policy of the orgaanisation, there is no
ground for ecomplaint by the man who
fails to attend. It must be some such as-
sumption as that on which the Chamber
of Mines base the statement to which I
have {aken exeeption. I say the state-
ment is mot in acecordance with the facts.
T ask, do the conditions which have pre-
vailed without interruption on the Golden
Mile and generally in the mining indus-
try of this State show the miners to he
ruled by hotheaded and aggressive minor-
ities? There is not a mining eamp in the
world inaugurated under such eonditions
as the Golden Mile and old Coqglgardie
that eompares favourably with them. For
a period of 22 or 23 years the mining
industry of Western Australia has gone
the even tenor of its way without inter-
ruption. Many people have marvelled
how such a large hody of workers as is
to be found on the Golden Mile could
continue for 23 vears without a strike
and without any interruption of the in-
dustry. Tt has been pointed out by my
respected colleague, Mr. Dodd—and his
statement was accepted by hon. members -
of this House—that such a satisfactory
condition of affairs could only be arrived
at by reasonable men on both sides of the
fenee, We can only judge of things as
they are and as they bhave been, and 1
contend that if the appointment of check
inspectors with the full powers asked for
is agreed to, it ean only result in the con-
tinnance of the amieable relations exist-
ing hitherto. Just a word or two in eon-
c¢lusion, Nothing in the way of legisla-
tion for the preservation of the healih,
life, and limb of the miner has been in-
troduced for nine years. I proelaim with
pride that the miners of Western Aus-
tralia are to he eredited wilh the inang-
uration and the continuance of the trium-
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phal progress of the party with which 1
am associated. That party had its genesis
1n the mining industry, and always had
its backbone there. While elsewhere the
hands of those that fed were bitten by
those who were fed, the mine workers
have remained invariably loyal to their
polilical faith. T ask hon. members to
consider whether in the conrse of nine
vears there must not have arisen need for
tmprovement in our mining laws, It is a
seandal that those laws should not have
been amended long ago. This is the only
piece of legislation by wbich the IHouse
can direclly assist the miner, by improv-
ing the conditions under which he works.
The ohject of the Bill is laudable, and 1
apypreal to the House to do for the miner
what he has been prepared to do in this
hour of stress and need. No member of
this Hounse will say for a moment, “Cor-
nell helieves this is all the miner wants;
Cornell believes ihat this will saffice for
tie winér's needs.” I swid lu wy vpening
remarks that I did not believe anything
of the kind. As a representative of the
mine workers, however, as a represenia-
tive of those who constifuie the backbone
of the present Government, I say that the
mine workers have been prepared to sink
all controversial proposals during this
time of stress, when we do not know what
is hefore us, The miner says that he
wants certain conditions and that his lot
will not be satisfactory until he gets them.
He is prepared to waive the majority of
those conditions until better times, All he
asks now is the right to appoint inspec-
tors fo look after the welfare of the
miner. It such inspector finds that the
welfare of the miners is not being safe-
guarded as it should be, then he mnst
have the power to take action before the
proper tribunal, a court of justice.

On motion by Hon, F. Connor debate

adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

"pow., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Acting Premier:
Broad Arrow roads board.

By-laws of

QUESTION—LIME DEPOSITS,
LAKE CLIFTOXN.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Lamls: 1, Is he aware thalt a major-
ity of the settlers in the South-West find
il impossible to profitably farm their
holdings without a supply of lime? 2,
Seeing that a tramway could be cheaply
constructed with second-class material,
do ihe Government intend to develop the
Lake Clifton lime deposits, and thereby
carry ont the promise made by Mr, Bath
at the arvey show?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS re-
plied: 1. The use of lime is essential to
produce the maximum resnlts, 2, Owing
to the financial position the Government
were nhable to undertake the work as
dosired. but they have received a further
offer (o exploit the deposit from a pri-
vate company. The Government are in-
vesligaling the matter from the point of
view of the relative merits of the Lake
Clifton and the Dongarra deposits.

QUESTION—TIMBER  INDUSTRY,
SEA FREIGHTS.

AMr, OLOGHLEXY asked the Minister

for Works: 1, Will he make representa-



